
3Heralds
May 2022

£1

THAKEHAMSTORRINGTON SULLINGTON

Produced for the community by the Parish Churches

St Mary’s Church SULLINGTON St Mary’s Church STORRINGTON St Mary’s Church THAKEHAM Holy Sepulchre WARMINGHURST 
(Churches Conservation Trust)



3 Heralds // May 2022 3

STORRINGTON

THE PARISH CHURCHES OF

IN THE DIOCESE OF CHICHESTER

St Mary 
THAKEHAM

St Mary 
STORRINGTON

St Mary 
SULLINGTON

PA
R
IS

H
 

C
LE

R
G

Y

 Rector Revd Canon Kathryn Windslow, BTh, MPhil (742888) 
  The Rectory, Rectory Road, Storrington RH20 4EF 
  kathryn.windslow@btinternet.com

 Associate Vicar Revd Rupert Toovey BA (Hons), FSA, FRICS, FRSA (742888)
 Assistant Curate Revd Shirley Tuppen (918287)  revshirleytuppen@gmail.com
 
 
 Priest-in-Charge Revd Sara-Jane Stevens, (01798 813121)  
  The Rectory, The Street, Thakeham RH20 3EP  
  office.stwparishes@btinternet.com

 Associate Priest  Revd Jill Simpson (01798 813121) 
  office.stwparishes@btinternet.com

SULLINGTON AND THAKEHAM WITH WARMINGHURST 

For all information regarding 
services provided by your 

churches, for Storrington contact 
Revd Canon Kathryn Winslow 

and for Sullington and Thakeham 
contact Revd Sara-Jane Stevens.

All telephone  
numbers are 01903 unless 

otherwise stated.

Getting to Know You – Beryl Hardie 10

In Memoriam – Dougie Covill 13

Eco Champions at Storrington Primary School 14

Canon Palmer’s Diary 16

Reflections of the Past 22F
E
A

TU
R
E
S

The Merry Month of May

May has traditionally been the month when 

the Church celebrates Rogationtide. This year 

Rogation Sunday falls on 22 May. The word 

Rogation comes from the Latin rogare, meaning 

‘ask’. At Rogationtide Christians ask for God’s 

blessings on the crops, the animals, and all 

who work on the land. After a service there was 

often a visit to a farm, a pasture with animals, and a field full of 

crops, together with prayers for a successful harvest. The old custom 

of ‘Beating of the Bounds’ frequently followed on, letting people 

know the boundaries of the parish. Admittedly that is a bit difficult 

these days in our large villages and parishes. In my last parish of 

six villages in Lincolnshire and a boundary covering a lot of square 

miles, it was very difficult to beat the bounds!

In recent times Rogation has been rather forgotten by many churches as 

fewer people have been directly employed in agriculture. Storrington 

now has very few families whose work is related to agriculture. But 

my previous parish did still have a number of working farms together 

with a range of people whose employment was related to agriculture, 

as agronomists, or HGV drivers, or farm workers, or vets, or seed 

merchants. So we resumed the ancient tradition. In the parish we 

celebrated Rogation with a service, followed by a short walk to the 

Lincoln Cliff edge to bless farms, animals and crops in the lowfields, 

the rivers Brant and Witham in the distance, and a local garden. 

Today there might not be as many people employed locally on farms, 

but agriculture is still important to our community. Many of us are 

conscious of the ‘food miles’ in our weekly shop (asparagus from Peru 

anyone?) and want to make sure that the animals that produce our 

meat were kept in good conditions. Today we are also more aware of 

environmental issues and the importance of caring for the land. The 

service of blessing the countryside at Rogation reminds us of God’s 

gracious gift of creation around us, and of our part in caring for this 

land for future generations. Last year, rejoicing in our escape from 

Covid restrictions, we had a beautiful Rogation service in the grounds 

of St Mary’s Church, Storrington. How blessed we are in our villages 

to be surrounded by the South Downs and to hear sheep, cattle and 

horses around us. We are also blessed with many interesting walks 

and such varied plant and bird life. It is good to be back in the land of 

the pyramidal orchid on the chalk slopes and the bluebells nodding 

in the woods.

As I have grown older I have grown to love poetry, often it describes 

so much better than I can the world around me. This poem by Gerald 

PRAYER FOR THE MONTH
Oh God, enlighten my mind with truth;

Inflame my heart with love;

Inspire my will with courage;

Enrich my life with service.

Pardon what I have been;

Sanctify what I am;

Order what I shall be

And thine shall be the glory

And mine the eternal salvation

Through Jesus Christ my Lord

Amen

Manley Hopkins seems to encapsulate something of this season  

of spring, of Rogation, and also of Pentecost.

God’s Grandeur

The world is charged with the grandeur of God.

It will flame out, like shining from shook foil;

It gathers to a greatness, like the ooze of oil

Crushed. Why do men then now not reck his rod?

Generations have trod, have trod, have trod;

And all is seared with trade; bleared, smeared with toil;

And wears man’s smudge |&| shares man’s smell: the soil

Is bare now, nor can foot feel, being shod.

And for all this, nature is never spent;

There lives the dearest freshness deep down things;

And though the last lights off the black West went

Oh, morning, at the brown brink eastward, springs --

Because the Holy Ghost over the bent

World broods with warm breast |&| with ah! bright wings. 

KATHRYN WINDSLOW, Rector of Storrington



			 Sullington & Thakeham with Warminghurst		
 Same family, Two parishes, Working together.

Please contact Revd Sara-Jane Stevens on 01798 813121 to make arrangements for Baptisms, Weddings  
and Banns of Marriage. She can be contacted at Thakeham Rectory throughout the week. Her day off is Friday.  

www.stmarysthakeham.org
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5 Dean Way 

Storrington  

RH20 4QN

Organist  
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Roger Watts (01798 813775) 

Church Bookings  
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Loving God and loving our neighbour

PASTORAL ARRANGEMENTS FOR  

4  3 Heralds // May 2022

St Mary’s Church, Thakeham

Flower Festival and Open Gardens
Friday 10 June to Sunday 12 June 
Do not miss this ever popular event

There will be something of interest for everyone to enjoy

Watch out for more information in future editions of the 3 Heralds

A date for your diary

Thakeham Knit and Stitch Group
Next meeting is on  

Tuesday 17 May 2pm – 4pm
and every 3rd Tuesday of each month

Thakeham Church Room

Further information available from Wynn Lednor on 743025

Youth Group for  
10 to 18 year olds

13 and 27 MAY
7.30pm to 9pm

Thakeham Village Hall

Both Thakeham and Sullington churches are open to visitors during the week.

WAR IN UKRAINE
There is a prayer tree in both Sullington and Thakeham 

Churches for visitors to add their prayers for the conflict in 

Ukraine. There is also a prayer card to take away.

MESSY 
CHURCH 

BREAKFAST
21 MAY

Start 10.30am

Thakeham Village Hall

ST MARY’S CHURCH THAKEHAM
 Invites you to

 WOMEN’S BREAKFAST
 Saturday 7 May 8.30am to 10.30am

 Thakeham Village Hall

 Good food, good company, a time for you!

 Inspirational speakers on different topics

 The format is to be informal, with wholesome breakfast fare

 Everyone welcome, either bring a friend  
or come along on your own

 Enjoy some female time, which will boost your weekend

 To book your place for catering or further information

 Please contact Caroline on 07920 764310

 No charge for this event but donations most welcome



Churchwardens 
John Williams 
(07841 204330) 
Sandgate Lodge,  
Washington Road, 
Sullington, RH20 4AF

Gail Kittle (745754) 
Sullington Manor Farm, 
Sullington Lane, 
Sullington, RH20 4AE

Treasurer  
David Baxter (744346) 

Churchwardens Emeriti 
Heather Cotton (745751) 
Douglas Parkes (743106) 
Ann Salinger (01798 813481)

Pastoral Care 
Ann Salinger (01798 813481)

PCC Secretary 
Heather Cotton (745751)

Freewill Offering  
& Gift Aid Officer  
David Baxter (744346)

Electoral Roll  
Heather Cotton (745751)

Organist  
Beryl Hardie (892349)

Church Flowers  
Altar Rota Jean Hoadley (01798 812658)

Safeguarding Officer  
Jane Williams (742956) 
Sandgate Lodge,  
Washington Road,  
Sullington RH20 4AF

Lifts to Church  
Anne Owen (743973)

Church Fabric Officer  
John Williams (07841 204330)

www.st-marys-sullington.org   info@st-marys-sullington.org

Don’t forget to keep an eye on our website for up to date information regarding service times and events

Zechariah 4:10

“Do not despise these small beginnings, 
for the Lord rejoices to see the work begin”

Let the beauty of Jesus be seen in us

ORAL ARRANGEMENTS FOR  THAKEHAM AND SULLINGTON:  
Times of Church services can be found on page 18. Alternatively you can visit the Church website for further details.
Parishes Office Tue & Thu 9.30am – 1.30pm • T: 01798 813121 / 07923 420834 • Email: office.stwparishes@btinternet.com
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St Mary’s Church, Sullington

Friday 1 July 

Quiz with fish and chip  
supper

Friday 23 September 

Autumn equinox – songs and poems  

with Emily Longhurst Singers in Church

Early September 

Bats in the belfry – bat evening talk. Date tbc 

Sunday 13 November 

Remembrance Sunday – 100 years celebration 

since our War Memorial was erected. Details to follow

Saturday 26 November 

Autumn Fayre in Sullington Parish Hall

Dates for your diary

WE ARE OPEN!  St Mary’s Church, Sullington is now open from 9am to 5pm daily, to visit or for private reflection and prayer.

Tea with the Vicar
Saturday 28 May 3 to 5pm 
at Thakeham Rectory  
with Revd Sara-Jane Stevens
No booking necessary, but please let us know for catering numbers!

eham and Sullington churches are open to visitors during the week.

SUMMER EVENSONG  
AT SULLINGTON CHURCH

Evensong will be held at 6pm on the first Sunday of each month 
at St Mary’s, Sullington, for six months starting on Sunday,  
3 April, and ending on Sunday, 2 October. 

The theme will be: It’s a dog’s life – God in our four-legged 
companions

1 May – Not Mushroom for Dogs here
5 June – Ma’am’s best friends

Sunday 29 May
10.30am - 12.30pm

Sullington Parish Hall
All welcome for a light  

breakfast and a hot drink

Maybe have a go at some  
craft activities

Join in the litter picking  
of surrounding streets

Raise funds for your parish church

Details from the parish office  

01798 813121

COME 
AND 
MEET
AT ST MARY’S 

SULLINGTON



STORRINGTON REGISTERS
Funerals – we commend to God’s nearer keeping ...

15 Mar  Rosemarie “Rose” Taylor (83 years)
16 Mar  Geoffrey Lawrence Lidbetter (78 years)

Interment of ashes only:
23 Mar  Donald Ernest Lidbetter (89 years)
24 Mar  Laurence Shrimpton (93 years)
10 Apr  Margaret Mary Chandler (82 years)
11 Apr  Rosemarie “Rose” Taylor (83 years)

Churchwardens  
churchwardens@storringtonparishchurch.org.uk

Dennis Cowdrey (744372)  
17 Bannister Gardens RH20 4PU

Christine Tuson (905932) 
Robinswood, George’s Lane RH20 3JH

Treasurer  
David Rice (746816) 
21 Longland Avenue,  
RH20 4HY

Parish Secretary  
Vivien Stuart (742888; home 745913) 
Rectory Office,  
Rectory Road RH20 4EF

Parish Visiting Scheme   
Barbara Buchanan (741916)

Recorder  
Alison Hammond (07840 522832)

Electoral Roll Officer  
Val Rice (746816)

Director of Music  
Stephen Bloxham

Assistant Organist 
Ian Miles

Readers  
Sam Ward (893794)

PCC Secretary  
Val Rice (746816) 
21 Longland Avenue,  
RH20 4HY

Retired Clergy
Revd Charles Hadley (740787)  
Revd John Peal (743083)
Revd Jacquie Peal (743083)

Verger  
Michael Taylor (742218)

Sacristy Team  
Stella Hastings & John Taylor (745477)

Captain of Bellringers  
John Taylor (745477)

Sidesmen  
David Rice (746816)

Church Flowers  
Susanne Carter (746837)

Child Protection Officer  
Jackie Lee (743661)

Bible Reading Fellowship  
VACANT

Bible Society  
Jean Hunt (01798 813681)

Christian Aid Co-ordinator  
VACANT

For Clergy see page 3   www.storringtonparishchurch.org.uk   office@storringtonparishchurch.org.uk

REGULAR ACTIVITIES
Church Services see page 18.

Choir: Fridays, 6.40pm – 7.45pm. Anyone interested in joining  
the choir please contact the Revd Jacquie Peal – 743083.

Altar Servers: Revd Jacquie Peal (743083) 

Bellringers: Fridays, 7.45pm – 9.30pm.

Handbells: Wednesdays, 9.30am. Contact Lila Hurley (742044).

Church & Churchyard Maintenance: Ray Hunt (01798 813681)

Mothers’ Union: Jean Hunt (01798 813681)

Sunday Lunch Club (ecumenical): Second Sunday in the month.  
See page 18.

SPACE: 1st and 3rd Tuesdays, 2pm – 4pm at the Old School.  
Contact Sonia Fox (745703)

The Rector, Revd Canon Kathryn Windslow, will take Friday as her day off.  
The Rectory Office is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays 10am – 1pm.
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Faith, Hope and Lovein the heart of Storrington

PARISH VISITING TEAM…
The St Mary’s Parish Visiting Team contact is Barbara Buchanan, 
741916. Please contact Barbara if you would like to arrange for 
someone on the team to either speak to you or visit you.

10am ZOOM SERVICE
We have continued to live stream our 10am Church Service to 

several parishioners and if you would like to join in our service this 

way please contact Val Rice (valrice77@gmail.com) for details.

STORRINGTON DEANERY CONFIRMATION 
Tuesday 17 May at 7pm
Bishop Martin will be joining us on 17 May to confirm a number of 

candidates from our deanery. Please pray for them all as they take 

this next step on their journey of faith.

ROGATION DAY – Sunday, 22 May
It is all too easy to take our daily food for granted, forgetting that 

every bit of it is the result of the work of farmers and growers. On 

Rogation Sunday we ask for a blessing on the land, and on those 

who work to produce our food. 

ASCENSION DAY – Thursday, 26 May
Ascension Day celebrates the completion of Christ’s earthly ministry. 

There will be an Ascension Day Eucharist Service at 7.30pm at St 

Mary’s, Storrington.

PLATINUM JUBILEE CIVIC SERVICE  
Sunday, 5 June
In accordance with tradition, there will be an inter-church Songs of 

Praise Service to mark the 70th anniversary of the Queen’s accession. 

It will be held during the national Jubilee days of celebration, at 

6pm on Sunday, 5 June, in Storrington Parish Church (St Mary’s) 

followed by refreshments. This is a service for the whole community.

PRAYER TREE AND PRAYER BOARD  
IN CHURCH
Everyone is welcome to leave a prayer on the tree or the board in 
Church for anyone. There are also heart-shaped Ukrainian flags to 
write your prayer on and place in God’s care.

FACE COVERINGS / MASKS IN CHURCH… 
now optional for everyone attending a Church service.

Is anyone willing to take on the task of 

co-ordinator for the annual Christian Aid 

collection for Storrington, Thakeham and 

Sullington? 

Please contact the Revd Canon Kathryn Windslow on 742888 or 

kathryn.windslow@btinternet.co.uk if this is something you are 

willing to do.
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Cafe
Church

in the

St Mary’s Church, Storrington

2nd and 4th Wednesdays
11 and  25 May

10am Short Service of Holy Communion

10.30am Café in the Church

When there is a 5th Wednesday there will be Tea for 2, 
with Holy Communion at 2pm followed by tea at 2.30pm

EVENTS

Plant & Cake Sale

Saturday 14 May  

12pm to 3pm (at the church)

As well as the Friends of Warminghurst plant and cake stalls, 

we will welcome extra stallholders with goods in the food or 

garden sphere. For more information please contact Rachel on  

info.fowc@gmail.com

Events coming up

Saturday 25 June

CCT presents  
Richard Navarro & his ‘Firewatching’ tour 

A concert of beautiful original songs and stories performed by 
Richard Navarro on acoustic instruments as a duo with Nicholas 
Thurston on guitar and bass. 

Tickets £12 - available from Eventbrite.com/Richard Navarro

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/richard-navarro-at-warminghurst-
church-tickets-267156059967

“Finely-crafted songwriting.” Joan Armatrading

“Richard is a genius. He has exalted words in such a way that 
angels could hear them.” Lemn Sissay

Wednesday 3 August at 6.30pm

Sussex Folk Group Cotillion  

present ‘The Last Trip Home’

A delightful mix of folk songs, tunes and poetry embracing the 
change in locomotion from horses to engines. 

Ticketing details to follow.

Tuesday 16 August 7.30pm. Doors open 7pm

This is My Theatre  
present ‘Pride and Prejudice’ 

At least one of the Bennet sisters must marry well in order for the 
family to avoid destitution upon the death of Mr Bennet and so the 
task of finding suitable matches begins. With music throughout, 
audiences will fall in love all over again with Jane Austen’s best-
selling novel.

Tickets available now via https://www.thisismytheatre.com/pride-
and-prejudice or through the company website https://www.
thisismytheatre.com/pride-and-prejudice

Sunday 11 December at 3pm

Candlelit Carols

at Warminghurst 
Church

Concert  
by Kaleidoscope Choir
28 May at 4pm with interval
A happy return of the popular choir from Steyning.
For ticket information, email info.fowc@gmail.com or call 891312 

ST MARY’S,  

STORRINGTON  
GO BEETLE-MAD!
It was lovely to see people come 

together for the Beetle Drive at 

the Old School, Storrington, on 

5 March. It was one of our first 

fundraising events for a while 

and a great opportunity to catch 

up. Thank you to those who donated freshly baked cakes for 

our half-time tea. We raised £111 for Church funds. Well done to 

Val, our beetle champion, who won a beetle hotel!

Val with her 

bug-hotel 

prize

Church@4pm
at St Mary’s Church, Storrington

Sunday, 22 MAY 2022
Theme: Building Community

MAKING
THINGS

LEARNING 
ABOUT 
JESUS

SINGING

Church@4 is a more informal act of worship, with stories, 
songs and craft to which all are welcome, especially families 
with young children.

Christians in Storrington
Monthly Inter-Church Prayer Meetings 

Everyone welcome
Do join us in the side-chapel at Our Lady of England RC 

Church 10am - 10.30am on the first Tuesday of each month 
Tuesday, 3 May – Trinity Methodist Church will lead 

Tuesday, 7 June – Chemin Neuf Community will lead 

One in faith and love and praise



For many years Beryl has been the organist at Sullington, and 

then later adding Thakeham to her duties. Due to a recent bout 

of ill-health, she is now scaling back slightly to just playing for 

Sunday services at Sullington, although, in addition, she will still 

continue to play for weddings and funerals at Thakeham.

Prior to coming to Sullington, Beryl was the organist at All Saints 

in Roffey, and then at Holy Innocents Church at Southwater, where 

Paul Messenger was the vicar.

Beryl is able to date how long she has been at Sullington and 

Thakeham by a little incident which occurred just prior to Covid. 

She was playing the organ at a funeral at Thakeham and after 

the funeral the deceased’s daughter came to speak to her. The 

daughter was able to tell Beryl she had played at the daughter’s 

wedding some 18 years earlier, which Beryl remembers as being 

during her early years at Thakeham. Continuity is a beautiful thing.

I asked Beryl if she could remember any humorous incidents from 

her years of playing. She told me about one bride who got married 

at All Saints, where the aisle is very narrow. The bride’s dress was 

so wide that she had to walk almost sideways down the aisle in 

order to get to the front.

Beryl also mentioned one funeral she was playing at, when the 

deceased’s dog was there as well. The dog got bored and wandered 

over to say hello to Beryl. Before she knew what was happening the 

dog was heading for the organ with the clear intention of walking 

across the pedals. Fortunately, one of the attendees was able to 

head the dog off before he reached the organ. As Beryl said, “that 

would have been a most untuneful duet”. 

Talking of animals, Beryl’s other church companion was the church 

cat at Southwater, who was a regular attender and also liked a stroll 

around the Church when he got bored with lying in the sunshine 

during the services.

Beryl’s other musical interest was running and conducting a choir 

of some 60 members, called The Sussex Singers. The choir gave 

concerts in several churches in West Sussex, including Sullington 

and Thakeham.

During Beryl’s working life she was an Admin Officer for Sun 

Alliance, a post she held for 25 years. One of Beryl’s responsibilities 

was to ensure that graduate trainees were offered accommodation 

as part of their employment package. Beryl is still in touch with 

some of the contractors she worked with during this time.

Indeed, this has enabled Beryl to enjoy one of her other hobbies of 

travelling. Beryl spent a happy holiday in Portugal with the family of 

one of these contractors. She has also been further afield to China 

and Russia, as well as several holidays in the Greek islands, with 

Kos being a particular favourite.

Beryl also loves making her own cards and showed me some she 

had received over the years from students of hers. Beryl also ran a 

class in Chinese brush painting, which is another hobby of hers. This 

is basically producing the kind of paintings which we traditionally 

associate with China and Japan and the attention to detail in the 

paintings of hers which Beryl showed me is absolutely incredible.

In addition to all this Beryl has many other interests. She is clearly 

a devoted mother and grandmother to her extended family and is 

thoroughly enjoying the lifting of Covid restrictions, which enables 

her to see more of her family, especially her youngest great-

granddaughter, Hope. Hope was born during the pandemic and 

this meant that, as for so many people, Beryl didn’t see Hope until 

she was six months’ old. However, they are trying to make up now 

for lost time.

GETTING TO KNOW YOU… 
 This month with Beryl Hardie from St Mary’s, Sullington.

When asked what in 

particular Beryl is praying 

for now, she says she 

continues to pray for the 

health of her family and 

friends, especially as the 

world gets back to some 

kind of normality and all 

restrictions are lifted.
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PLANT SALE
at Storrington Rectory Garden 

in aid of St Mary’s Church, Storrington

Saturday 21 May 
10am – 12 noon

Please be in touch with Kathryn if you can help  

with a stall or supply some plants

kathryn.windslow@btinternet.com

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Summer term has just started and new members are 

welcome to join us. We are very excited to welcome our new and 

enthusiastic Musical Director, Will Waine, who has now joined 

Sandgate Singers. 

This term we have planned a celebratory programme of music in 

honour of our Queen’s Platinum Jubilee for all ages to enjoy. So 

please do join us at our summer Afternoon Tea Concert on 

Sunday 26 June at 3pm at Steyning Grammar School - Rock 

Road Site.  And - if you wish – join in with songs we all know and 

love.   Tea and home made cakes to follow! 

We look forward to seeing you there to join in with our Jubilee 

Celebrations.  

        

Sandgate Singers 

www.sandgatesingers.com 

Or find us on Facebook 
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Douglas Frederick Covill DCM, MBE (Military), was the middle son 

of Florence and Harry Covill of Croydon; his brothers were Len and 

Stuart. Their father was a bus conductor who had played for Crystal 

Palace Football Club.

In 1937, Dougie joined the Army and soon enlisted with the Tenth 

Royal Hussars (Prince of Wales’ Own), a calvary regiment which 

was being converted from horses to tanks. In addition to mastering 

the skills needed for armoured vehicles, Dougie learnt to ride and 

also undertook boxing for the Regiment. He was short in stature, 

but had a vigorous personality tempered by a delightful sense of 

fun.

Early in the Second World War the Tenth Hussars had to be evacuated 

from Normandy. Later they became part of the “Desert Rats” 

campaign in North Africa under General Sir Bernard Montgomery. 

Their opponents were the feared Afrika Korps, a German force 

supported by Italian troops, commanded by Field Marshal Erwin 

Rommel. After a lengthy struggle, the British Army and its allies 

secured a conclusive victory at El Alamein in November 1942.

Following this, Dougie and his comrades (mainly using Sherman 

tanks) advanced into Tunisia, and then campaigned up the east 

coast of Italy (1943-45); Dougie was wounded and was twice 

mentioned in dispatches. In April 1945 during the battle of the 

Argenta Gap, near the River Po in NE Italy, he rescued two fellow-

soldiers from a burning tank while it was under enemy gunfire. For 

this exceptional courage he was given the Distinguished Conduct 

Medal, an award for individual gallantry second only to the Victoria 

Cross.

After the German surrender 

in May 1945, the Tenth 

Hussars were stationed in 

Lübeck, helping to govern 

the British sector of Germany. 

Here Dougie met and 

won the heart of Ingeborg 

(Inge) Jeske, an attractive 

secretary who was several 

inches taller than himself. 

His Commanding Officer 

thought it would be a mistake 

to marry a German and tried 

to dissuade him, but Dougie 

and Inge remained true to 

each other and resolute in 

their purpose. They were 

married in the Garrison 

Church, Lübeck, on 11 August 1947, the start of a long and 

happy family life, together with their daughters Geraldine (later a 

teacher) and Angela (later a midwife). Geraldine and her husband 

David Tolerton live in Storrington; their son James is a clinical play 

therapist; he and his wife Gwen have two children. Angie lives in 

Manchester with her husband Dr Graham Horsman; they have two 

sons, Josh and Tom.

Dougie continued on active service until 1970, retiring with the 

rank of Major. He was awarded the MBE (Military) in 1968 for his 

efficiency and skills as a quartermaster, as well as for his dedicated 

IN MEMORIAM

DOUGIE COVILL 14 November 1920 – 15 November 2021

A courageous army sergeant who became Mayor of Winchester.
“With long life will I satisfy him: and shew him my salvation.” Psalm 91: 16

service to the Regiment. Thereafter he continued 

his work for the Army in Retired Officer posts, 

mainly managing married quarters for military 

personnel and their families.

Dougie and Inge settled in New Alresford, Hampshire, and in 

1981 Dougie became a local councillor, aiming to help ex-service 

people with their housing. He became so well-regarded that in 

1987 he was elected Mayor of Winchester (in which area Alresford 

was now included), and enjoyed a busy and rewarding year of 

public service with Inge 

as his Mayoress. In 

addition Dougie became 

County President of the 

Hampshire Royal British 

Legion and Chairman 

of the Alresford Branch. 

The couple regularly 

attended New Alresford 

Parish Church, and 

Dougie was also an 

Evensong sidesman in 

Winchester Cathedral.

In 2001, Dougie and Inge came to live in Chanctonbury Walk, 

Storrington, and became stalwart supporters of St Mary’s Parish 

Church nearby. Dougie was a keen member of the local Bridge 

Club and served on the Committee of Storrington Royal British 

Legion, of which he became President. He organized a number 

of successful Legion outings to places of interest in London and 

elsewhere. Dougie and Inge celebrated their Diamond Wedding 

with a special service at Storrington Parish Church in August 2007 

(see 3 Heralds, September 2007, p23).

At Storrington on Remembrance Sunday, Dougie, as British Legion 

President, used to proclaim the Exhortation before a packed Church:

They shall grow not old as we that are left grow old:

Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.

At the going down of the sun, and in the morning,

We will remember them.

His powerful and sincere voice will remain one of my abiding 

memories of a truly remarkable man.

Malcolm Acheson, Rector of Storrington 1994-2014

Dougie, Mayor of 

Winchester, with 

Princess Diana, 1988



Here in the heart of Storrington we have a group of highly aware 

eco champions: the eco team of Storrington Primary School.  

I went along to meet them and learn more. 

How many are on the eco team and how do you 
get on it?
“There’s twelve – one from each class from Year 1 up to Year 6. You 

have to make a speech about why you want to be on the team, and 

the rest of the class votes. You tell them things like why I care about 

the environment.” 

One of the team had joined an animal society.

What does the eco team do?
“We save the environment! Especially the 

school environment.

Here are some of the things we do:

•  We collect all the crisp packets and once 

a week take them to the recycling bin at 

the leisure centre.

•  We’ve planted a wild flower meadow to 

help the insects. This was everyone on 

the team. We all got to rake and sow seeds.

• We look after the school garden with Mrs Brown.

•  We’ve planted an apple tree, 

it’s a cooking apple – and Ms 

Bull just told us that next term 

we’ll be planting more trees 

for the Platinum Jubilee with 

Horsham District Council.

•  We put posters around the 

school telling them things 

about why the environment 

is important and what to do.

•  We publicise facts about air pollution because it’s really bad for 

babies and animals.”

If you could ask the adults that are in government 
to do something, what would it be?
• “Have bigger fines for dropping litter because it’s really awful.

•  Make supermarkets and shops have less packaging so it doesn’t 

have to be thrown away.

ECO CHAMPIONS  
STORRINGTON PRIMARY SCHOOL 
ECOTEAM
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• Stop air pollution.

•  Help people to not have to drive their cars, or help them use 

electric cars.

•  Get power from other things – not gas. From the sun, from wind 

or from water.”

What about the rest of the school?
I talked to Louise Pearson, Business Manager and Nicky Gilbert, 

Year 5 teacher. Louise told me the school supports the initiatives 

from the eco team, such as the wild flower meadow and building 

more bird boxes as part of a rewilding project. They recycle paper, 

and encourage conserving energy: switching off lights etc. They 

have a water management system in the toilets to conserve water. In 

the longer term, the school hopes to make more use of renewable 

energy such as solar.

On the teaching side, care for the environment is embedded into 

the curriculum. Just in the last week, Nicky has been leading a Year 

5 art project illustrating the importance of nature. 

As you can see from 

their answers, this is a 

very knowledgeable 

and committed team 

of eco champions. 

They’re doing their 

part for a safer, 

sustainable future; 

I think we, as 

adults, need to do  

our part.

Christine Tuson 

ctuson@lineone.net

DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES

The Big Plastic Count
16 to 22 May

Organised by Greenpeace and Everyday Plastic, this encourages 

households, schools, churches – anyone – to count how many 

items of plastic are thrown away during one week. Sign up by 

visiting ttps://thebigplasticcount.com/sign-up

Churches Count on Nature
4 to 12 June 

We’ll be working with Sussex Wildlife Trust to get a picture of 

what we have in the churchyard.
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SOUTH DOWNS PROBUS

South Downs Probus Club enjoyed a recent meeting 
at The Black Horse in Findon where we had a talk 
by local historian, Janet Pennington, followed by an excellent 
lunch. The pub does very well to accommodate us for both the 
talk arrangements and the meal. Janet’s talk was entitled “The 
problems and pleasures of the journey” and described travel in 
the days before cars!

Basically, everything was muddy and very difficult. That is why 
so much was carried by sea, and eventually, canals. In our area, 
Sussex, renowned for its mud, based on the Weald Clay, you 
couldn’t guarantee getting to London in a day, possibly only 30 
miles. Even in recent times it has been a problem; in 2021 someone 
was rescued from the mud in Southwater! And in 1949 a double-
decker bus was blown off Shoreham Old Toll Bridge into the river 
Adur at Southwater! 

In 1675, cartographer John Ogilby published the first map book 
of English and Welsh roads, called Britannia, calculated at one 
inch to the mile. This was complicated by the fact that the Standard 
Mile, which, in 1593, had been defined by Queen Elizabeth I as 
1,760 yards to the mile, was often still using the old British mile of 
2428 yards. ‘Long Miles’ were often noted in the north of England 
as many people there did not want to change. The first signpost 
recorded was at Chipping Camden in 1669.

When you were travelling in earlier times you took a knife and 
spoon with you; table forks were not in common use in England 
until the end of the 1600s, thought of as rather ‘cissy’, as the Italians 
and French used them. You would, of course, expect bed bugs when 
staying at an inn.

There had to be stables for the horses and coach houses if needed. 
In the 1600s if took four days in the dusty summer to get from 
London to York, and in the muddy winter, six days. Before the 
mid-16th century carriages had a fixed chassis, and were usually 
pulled by six horses in a line ahead, but a pivoted front axle was 
developed for Queen Elizabeth which made for better steering and 
was thereafter widely copied. In 1784, Mail Coaches started and 
you could hire a seat in one for a speedier journey.

In 1840, when the Penny Post began, the dog-cart mail delivery 
from Storrington to Steyning was discontinued, seen by Parliament 
to be cruel; to the dogs or the postman?!

So overall it wasn’t a great idea to go anywhere and perhaps 
prompted Oscar Wilde to say, “it is better to travel in hope than it 
is to arrive”.

At the end of the month the Club had their annual skittles game at 
The Black Horse, again followed by an excellent meal. The skittles 
provided the usual amusement; it doesn’t matter how hard you 
dispatch the ball, you can still miss the lot! We had many laughs 
and eventually one team emerged as the victors. A great evening.

Donald Johnston

CHICHESTER CATHEDRAL’S 
FESTIVAL OF FLOWERS 

A four-day spectacular! 
8 – 11 June

Visitors will have the opportunity to experience 
60 spectacular flower arrangements, displayed 
within the 900 year old Cathedral, created 
using over 50,000 blooms. The arrangements will respond 
to the theme of Life in All its Fullness, exploring the benefits 
of art, nature and music in healing, and will be portrayed as 

picturesque tableaux, gardens and pedestal arrangements. 

SANDGATE CONSERVATION 
SOCIETY

The volunteer groups 

have plenty of 

conservation work 

on hand after the 

spate of high winds 

during February and 

early March that 

have taken out a 

number of trees in 

Sandgate Park, while 

on Sullington Warren they have been 

clearing back some of the gorse bushes 

that are encroaching onto the paths.

The Society’s Newsletter is scheduled to be 

published this month, and like previous 

editions it promises to be full of interesting 

articles and photos covering the activities 

throughout last year and the year ahead.

The Society’s presentations held at 

Sullington Parish Hall have come to an 

end just now but will recommence in 

October.

The Conservation days 

this month will be on 

Saturday 14 May on 

Sullington Warren, from 

9.30am till noon, and 

on Saturday 28 May 

in Sandgate Park, from 

10am till noon.

All tools, gloves etc are 

provided, so just turn up! 

Come on; give it a try as you will be most welcome. You will be 

among like-minded colleges carrying out well worth tasks in the 

open air that just has to improve your health and fitness.

Because of the Covid-19 situation it is advisable to check our web-

site for the latest details.

To learn more about the Sandgate Conservation Society, who 

work closely with the National Trust and Horsham District Council, 

please see web site: www.sandgate-conservation.org.uk or call 

Brian Burns on 743001.
Brian Burns

 Somewhere for 

 People to make 

Art or 

Crafts and 

Escape from home for a few hours! 

Everyone will be very welcome (men and women, any age or ability). 
Either bring along something you can already do, or have a go at 
something different. 

For more information contact Sonia Fox (745703).

3 and 17 May

Come and join our SPACE

1st and 3rd Tuesdays 2pm - 4pm at the Old School



      SULLINGTON 160 YEARS AGO 
      EXTRACTS FROM CANON PALMER’S DIARY – MAY 1862

Thu 1: Very bright and warm - 63 degrees. Thunder at 6pm. May Day 

has begun and closed with a thunder storm: The day itself has been 

surprisingly beautiful and trees showy for the time of year, hoards of 

infants with garlands. Drove Kate Gibson and Annie to Chiltington saw 

Constance. Taber tells me work is very great. Opening of the Great 

Exhibition - The International Exhibition of 1862, or Great London 

Exposition, was a world’s fair. It was held from 1 May to 1 November 

1862, beside the gardens of the Royal Horticultural Society, South 

Kensington, London. Quorum pars magnafrie.

Fri 2: Warm, cloudy then showery then bright - 58 degrees. A donkey 

picnic with the Gibsons on Cobden Down: afterwards dined with 

them. 

Sat 3: Cool, otherwise as yesterday. All the party away, most to 

Worthing with Mrs Gibson, I at home for children’s monthly. All seems 

to have gone off very well at the expedition. George writes a long 

letter upon the subject or Promotion in the Navy. His remarks are 

very sensible and he looks forward to some other Naval appointment, 

although not Royal. 

Sun 4: Easter II. Fine morning, turned to rain about 2 pm - 62 degrees. 

From the subject of the Unity of God in the morning introducing the 

Missionary Object of which we have given notice, also read Bishop’s 

confirmation announcement. In afternoon finished Balaam’s life, and 

managed from the first few of the final less Numbers XXV to draw 

attention Missionwards. 

Mon 5: Very warm and bright - 68 degrees. With Edward to Wiston: 

Called also on Napier; heard of Toby, who has been gone since April 

9.

Tue 6: Very warm then light and heavy rain in evening. Mrs Whiting 

lunched. Visited old Wood, who seems very poorly still; also Mrs 

Adsett. Edward and I dined at Wiston – family party: More Thomases. 

The scene from the windows splendid. Never saw such lightening 

before! Toby turns up! 

Wed 7: Heavy wet - 77 degrees. Edward, Drake and I prophesying a 

fine day from a doubtful morning. Did a day at Brighton in the rain – 

per Steyning. Spent most of my time in Folthorp’s Library, where read 

Quarterly on Domestic Servants and subscription of Clergy; neither 

first rate. 

Thu 8: Fine but much rain towards night. All dined with the Major, 

meeting Clarksons and Mr and Mrs James.

Fri 9: Stormy with much rain - 58 degrees. This has been a 

thoroughly dreary day: such a contrast to the beautiful weather we 

have experienced. Burn came – got to the station and back without 

anything very bad. Night school treat at which 9 were present. 

Sat 10: Showery morning fine afternoon. Burn sucked in the Downs 

air and declared that it was life to him. Drake goes to Brighton for 

the Sunday.

Sun 11: Easter III. Cloudy morning. Showery after. Burns preached us 

two sermons today: upon the Famine of the Words of God. Bringing 

forward his experiences of ‘India’ with much affect. In afternoon not 

so well, nor congregations so good. Collections fair - £3.10s.10d 

Mon 12: Very fine and beautiful. Drove Burns to Amberley: the 

castle in ‘its’ best, and ‘Amberley’ himself rational and hospitable. An 

amusing interview with the navvies. 

Tue 13: Colder but fine. We want fires again morning and evening. 

Mounted Chanctonbury with Burns and Drake: the view was very 

good. Reviewed Mr Wallace the Club sermon for Thursday, though 

promised the service as Blagden is ill – not sorry of an excuse of too 

short a notice. Saw many interesting and lightly graphic letters of 

GCG. No work of course. 

Wed 14: Fine but a shower clouds - 52 degrees. A cold though not 

unpleasant day. Fires all day in 2 rooms, as in winter. ‘Burn turned 

his hand to sawing wood: Much singing of all sorts toward evening, 

as he joins in.

Thu 15: Thoroughly wet - 48 degrees. Took the Washington club 

service – prayers at 12. The mass of smock frocks under umbrellas 

was dismal: Blagden confesses to illness and Mrs W. speaks resolutely 

of a curate: Mrs W. and her pretty bairn there was present. Expecting 

Whiting’s to lunch and singing but they did not come nor to Elers to 

tea. Day miserable: managed some sawing. 

Fri 16: Dull with dropping mist - 54 degrees. Burn left us today after 

a week’s stay, for David H’s at Tunbridge. I think he enjoyed his visit. 

I have gained much interesting information from him on the subject 

of Missions. Went around the parish.

Sat 17: Very fine, hot - 58 degrees. Fires out again. Brilliant. H.W. 

refuses an offer of a tutorship which I sent him; wants a curate. 

Sun 18: Easter IV. Very fine and bright. My top congregation this 

year as yet – distinguished foreigners from Rowdell and Highden. In 

morning upon difficult subject of the ‘Trinity’. In the afternoon upon 

the first lesson which was an improvement ‘in my own mind’. Old 

Woods had his carriage today for the first time – by his own account 

the water is making sad progress with him. 

Mon 19: Very fine and bright - 68 degrees. Today has been perfect. 

Drove Annie to Stopham to lunch and see Mrs England, who goes this 

week to Portsmouth ‘to join’.

Tue 20: Very fine and warm - 75 degrees. Called on the Major 

and old Blagden, later poorly. Dined with my mother and Annie at 

Wiggonholt, lots of music, and Miss Thwaites. Emily to Stopham . 

Belper putting out my young lettuces. 

Wed 21: Change, cool and heavy showers from SW - 54 Degrees. 

Parish Clerk in bed – heard woes of Mrs Peters. To Fryen with Drake 

to convey parcels for carrying tomorrow to Down Place: Rhodos 

just blushing. First meeting of Confirmation candidates. Reading 0 

Writing 0. 

Thu 22: Squally - 51 degrees. A disagreeable, cold day, some heavy 

showers. Mother and Annie to Brighton, Emmie and Oldham: E. goes 

to Germany. I to Ashington to call on B. More than busy with weeds 

and walks, fires. 

Fri 23: Showery morning, afternoon fine - 62 degrees. Drove over to 

Stopham for Edward in afternoon. 

Sat 24: Soft and fine - 66 degrees. Grinding away at weeding and 

trimming, walks all morning; Barring, Drake and Euripides then to 

the rifle range at Kithurst - 900 yards. Thence to Parham and saw 

the old man. 

Sun 25: Easter V. Bright and fine, coolish – 61 degrees. A new 

schoolmaster and wife appeared today: A rustic couple but most 

suited to the place than their elegant predecessors. Morning sermon: 

The Nature and Attributer of God: evening on the Gospel opening 

sentence: ‘Do not merely say’. Had confirmation candidates 

afterwards. 

Mon 26: Fine and bright – 62 degrees. Edward to Brighton to 

fetch Emmie, who arrives home. Walked with Drake and 3 dogs 

to Michelgrove, which was looking its best with Beech, Thorn and 

Chestnut trees. 
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Both event’s proceeds shared between Alzheimer’s Research UK, Family Support Work & St Mary’s Church Thakeham

Auction  
of Promises
WITH CHEESE & WINE TASTING

•  A Pottery Lesson

• Family Bushcraft 

Session

•  2 night Airbnb in Bath

• Handmade Oak Chest

•  Landscaping/Gardening 

Week’s Labour

• Handmade Stool

•  Shepherd’s Hut Night

•  Wiston Tour & Tasting  

for 2 people

•  Meal for 6 people

Bar and Raffle available
Friday 10th June 2022 

7pm for 7.30pm start

Thakeham Village Hall

Back by 
Popular 

Demand!

LOTS INCLUDE:

Tickets £10 must be purchased in advance  

by ringing 01798 813012 or 01903 743025 

or in cash from Meadow Stores Thakeham

and more!

Saturday 11th June 2022 

7pm for 7.30pm start

Thakeham Village Hall

“Hilarious entertainment!”

“A night of laughs and mystery!”

“Piece together clues to  

reveal whodunnit!”

MURDER

‘Who Killed the Vicar?’

Put your sleuthing skills to the test  

whilst enjoying a delicious  

3 course meal!
Bar and Raffle Available

Mystery Dinner

Tickets £30 must be purchased in advance  

by ringing 01798 813012 or 01903 743025 

or in cash from Meadow Stores Thakeham

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

and more!

Bar and Raffle Available

ST MARyS ChURCh, ThAKehAM inViTeS yoU To:

The military invasion into Ukraine in February has caused over 

nine hundred civilian deaths and pushed millions of Ukrainians to 

flee from their homes to neighbouring countries.

To meet the increasing needs of Ukrainian families, Storrington 

& Pulborough District Rotary Club Members were out in force in 

Storrington on 5 March at their bookstall in Place Villerest, and at 

Old Mill Square Storrington on 12 March. collecting £1,456 and 

£1,545 respectively.

These amounts will be increased with gift aid payments and a 

number of separate donations.

In addition, the Rotary 

Club itself has donated 

£1,000. Collections 

are continuing and the 

final total is expected to 

exceed £5,000.

Rotary organiser Tony 

Vaughan said, “We 

are very grateful to all 

the generous residents 

of Storrington and 

surrounding villages 

who have donated”.

ROTARY SUPPORT 
FOR UKRAINIAN 
HUMANITARIAN APPEAL

Rotary President Paul Weaver and Club 
Secretary Anna Upton collecting in Old Mill 
Square Storrington
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Tue 27: Rain driving from SW – 54 degrees. Barrie writes from the 

War Office, not very cheerfully. Edward and I delve and grub roots 

at the back of south garden wall. We read some amusing early 

letters of mine to my grandmother. 

Wed 28: Overcast with tidal mists, warm. Edward and I left here at 

8am for Stopham where breakfasted and then with Brian, Brown 

and Knight rowed down to Highden – first rate expedition; the 

river in good pulling order and the sky not blazy. Walked across 

some pretty ground to South Stoke, where the patriarchal Powell 

entertained us in a very hospitable manner through the newly cut 

tunnel at Houghton and so to our place of embarkation and home. 

Pulled back in about two and half hours through the canal. Drove 

home by 11.30pm. Delphy leaves tomorrow for Portsmouth. 

Thu 29: Ascension – Fine and warm - 64 degrees. Rhodos 

coming out: mowing of seeds begun: all hands at the Walks. A 

nice little service this evening at 7: weather beautiful: an average 

congregation considering the time of labour now. 

Fri 30: Drizzling on and off all day – 66 degrees. This has been 

melancholy and literally damp in the matter of haymaking. Called 

on Major Sandham with Edward, found him fit and well. Busy 

carting out manure for turnips and getting off couch. 

Sat 31: Overcast, but warm, thundery. Two sermons. Children 

for monthly examination. One candidate for confirmation. Many 

callers. Dined with the Major meeting Colonel Sandham. 

PACT Spring Lecture 

Friday 6 May at 7.30pm 

What on Earth is God Doing? 

 

Eddie Arthur Mth, PhD 

We are delighted to welcome Eddie Arthur, board member  
for Global Connections and Wycliffe Bible Translator  
for more than 30 years. Eddie explores some of the  

questions and myths that surround the question  
‘What on Earth is god doing?’.  

He provokes our thinking about the realities of  
today’s world and challenges us to a meaningful response. 

Do join us on Friday 6 May at 7.30pm 

St. Mary’s Parish Church, Petworth, GU28 0AD 

Free Entry. Wine and Canapés. 

Free Parking in Town Centre (6 minute walk) 

www.petworthareachurchestogether.com    
 

 

www.petworthareachurchestogether.com    
 



THAKEHAM
St Mary’s

SULLINGTON
St Mary’s

DATE
FESTIVAL OR 

SUNDAY

1 May Third of Easter      8am  Holy Communion (said)
   10am   Family Communion in Church and on Zoom

10.30am   Joint Thakeham/
Sullington ‘Church 
for All’ Service

    8.30am  BCP Communion
         6pm  Evensong

8 May Fourth of 
Easter

     8am  Holy Communion (said)
   10am   Parish Communion in Church and on Zoom

  8.30am  Celtic Communion 
10.30am  Morning Prayer

10.30am  Holy Communion

15 May Fifth of Easter      8am  Holy Communion (said)
   10am   Parish Communion in Church and on Zoom

  8.30am  Celtic Communion 10.30am    Joint Sullington/
Thakeham Holy 
Communion

10.30am Joint Sullington/Thakeham Zoom Service for those who 
cannot attend in person. Log in details on the website calendar.

22 May Sixth of Easter
ROGATION 

SUNDAY

     8am  Holy Communion (said)
   10am   Parish Communion in Church and on Zoom
     4pm  Church@4

10.30am  Family Communion   8.30am  Celtic Communion 
10.30am  Morning Prayer

26 May
(Thursday)

ASCENSION 
DAY

7.30pm  Ascension Day Eucharist

29 May Sunday after 
Ascension

     8am  Holy Communion (said)
   10am   Parish Communion in Church and on Zoom

  8.30am  BCP Communion 10.30am   “Something Completely 
Different” at Sullington 
Parish Hall -see 
Telescope for details

5 June WHIT 
SUNDAY/

PENTECOST

     8am  Holy Communion (said)
   10am   Parish Communion in Church and on Zoom
     6pm   Platinum Jubilee Civic Songs of Praise Service

10.30am   Joint Thakeham/
Sullington ‘Church 
for All’ Service

  8.30am  BCP Communion
       6pm  Evensong

WEEKLY EVENTS
Wed 9.30am Registrar of Births and Deaths – Storrington 

Library – pre-booking only – 01243 642122

Fri 9.45am  Storrington Community Market – Village Hall
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OTHER CHURCH DETAILS

STORRINGTON
St Mary’s

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 
Our Lady of England, Monastery Lane
Mass – Saturday 6pm, Sunday 8am and 10am

Daily Mass: Monday – Friday 9am.  
For other midweek services, confessions etc., please contact

Parish Priest: Fr Charles Howell 
2 St. John’s, Fern Road, Storrington RH20 4LW 

Tel: 740338

STORRINGTON CHAPEL  
North Street

Sunday Services 10.30am and 6.30pm   
Enquiries to Storrington Chapel Evangelical Church,  

North Street, Storrington RH20 4DH 
Email: contacts@storringtonchapel.org.uk

LIFE COMMUNITY CHURCH, STORRINGTON 
Chanctonbury Leisure Centre, Spierbridge Road

Family Worship – Sundays 10am
Enquiries to Katherine Edwards 

Life Community Church Office, 7 The Square, Storrington 
Office open:  Monday – Wednesday.  

Out of hours contact: Nathanael on nat@lccstor.org   
Tel: 07450 176315    Email: admin@lccstor.org    www.lccstor.org

TRINITY METHODIST CHURCH  
Thakeham Road

Sunday Service 10.30am

Minister: Revd Dr Frank Okai-Sam
Tel: 01273 597122  

(Church Office: 01903 746390 / 01273 596374)
Email: trinitychurchstorrington@outlook.com  

www.facebook.com/TrinityStorrington

Check parish websites and Notice Sheets for up-to-date information.

Midweek Celtic Communion Service at St Mary’s Church, Sullington, on Wednesdays at 10.30am 

Midweek Holy Communion Service at St Mary’s Church, Storrington, on 2nd and 4th Wednesdays at 10am followed by Café in the Church

When there is a 5th Wednesday in the month Holy Communion at 2pm followed by Cafe in the Church

CHURCH 
SERVICES  
AT A GLANCE

STORRINGTON LIBRARY – Tel. 839050
NEW Opening Hours from 4 April

Monday to Friday 9am – 5pm, Saturday 10am – 4pm

Knit and natter Adults Every Wednesday 2pm-3pm

Rhyme time Under 5s Every Tuesday
10.45am- 
11.15am

The Churches of Storrington invite you to 

SUNDAY LUNCH CLUB
A CHANCE TO GATHER TOGETHER OVER A MEAL, AND BE WITH 
FRIENDS OLD AND NEW
Sunday, 8 May, at 1pm 
at the Old School, School Lane, Storrington
Tickets (£4.00) are available from  
Louisa Austin, Church Street, Storrington

All for  
only  
£3! 

It’s BACK!
STORRINGTON POP-IN LUNCH CLUB
Storrington Village Hall 

First Thursday of each month

Open from 11.30am until 2pm

Enjoy a lunch of Soup, Ploughman’s  
and home-made puddings

ALL ARE WELCOME
No need to book – just turn up

Co-ordinator:  Penny Barnes (01798 815129)

Come and meet old friends and make new ones
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Details of all church activities on pages 4,5,6 and 18.

SAINTS AND SPECIAL DAYS

WHAT’S ON

Please note – all these fixtures are subject to change,  
so please check with the relevant organisations

 MAY
1 PHILIP AND JAMES, APOSTLES

2 Athanasius, 373 – bishop of Alexandria and renowned 
theologian

4 English Saints and Martyrs of the Reformation Era

8 Julian of Norwich, c.1417 – Christian mystic; her work, 
Revelations of Divine Love, is first book in English language 
known to have been written by a woman

12 Gregory Dix, 1952 – English monk; his work influenced reform of 
Anglican

14 MATTHIAS, APOSTLE

16 Caroline Chisholm, 1877 – English humanitarian, involved with 
female immigrant welfare in Australia

19 Dunstan, 988 – much loved saint; patron saint of goldsmiths 
(hallmark year date runs from 19 May after him); charities and 
churches named after him

20 Alcuin of York, 804 – considered among the most important 
architects of the Carolingian Renaissance

21 Helena, 330 – Protector of the Holy Places

24 John and Charles Wesley, 1791 and 1788 – credited with 
the foundation of the evangelical movement of Methodism

25 The Venerable Bede, 735 – Monk at Jarrow, Scholar, 
Historian

26 Augustine of Canterbury, 605 – the first Archbishop of 
Canterbury in 597 and founder of the English Church

John Calvin, 1564 – Reformer

Philip Neri, 1595 – Founder of the Oratorians, Spiritual Guide

28 Lanfranc, 1089 – Prior of Le Bec, Archbishop of Canterbury, 
Scholar

30 Josephine Butler, 1906 – feminist and social reformer, 
particularly welfare for prostitutes

Joan of Arc, 1421 

Apolo Kivebulaya, 1933 – Priest, Evangelist in Central Africa

31 VISIT OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY TO ELIZABETH

 MAY
Sun 1 Third of Easter

6pm Summer Evensong – Sullington Church – p5

Mon 2

8am Car Boot Sale – Storrington Library Car Park – p33

Tue 3

10am Inter-Church Prayers – RC Church – p9

2pm SPACE – Arts and Craft Club – p15

7.30pm Storrington Museum – Talk – p21

Wed 4

10.30am Midweek Celtic Communion – St Mary’s, Sullington

Thu 5

11.30am Pop-in Lunch Club – p18

2pm MU – Meeting – p24

Fri 6

7.30pm PACT Spring Lecture – p17

Sat 7

8.30am Women’s Breakfast – Thakeham Village Hall – p4

10am Garden Sale – Thakeham Village Hall – p23

10am MU – Members’ Meeting – p24

10am Storrington Conservation Society – Working Party – p27

Sun 8 Fourth of Easter

9.30am ECB All Stars – Cricket course starts – p23

1pm Sunday Lunch Club – p18

Mon 9 

7pm Storrington Slimmers – p26

7.30pm Thakeham Gardeners’ Club – Meeting – p34

Wed 11

10am Midweek Holy Communion – St Mary’s, Storrington

10.30am Café in the Church (Communion at 10am) – p9

10.30am Midweek Celtic Communion – St Mary’s, Sullington

Thu 12

7.30pm Storrington Camera Club – Meeting – p27

Fri 13

7pm Storrington Film Night – No Time to Die – p26

7.30pm Friday Night Club – p4

Sat 14

9.30am Sandgate Conservation Society – Working Party – p15

12 noon Wedding – St Mary’s, Storrington – Jon Wilday and 
Louisa Clark

12 noon Plant and Cake Sale – Warminghurst Church – p9

Sun 15 Fifth of Easter

Mon 16

16 – 22 May – The Big Plastic Count – p14

7pm Storrington Slimmers – p26

Tue 17

2pm Knit and Stitch – p4

2pm SPACE – Arts and Craft Club – p15

7pm Deanery Confirmation Service – St Mary’s, Storrington 
– p6

Wed 18

10.30am Midweek Celtic Communion – St Mary’s, Sullington

7.30pm Sullington Windmills WI – Meeting

Thu 19

7.30pm An Evening with Noel Coward – p33

Fri 20

7.30pm Storrington Horticultural Society -Meeting – p24

7.30pm An Evening with Noel Coward – p33

Sat 21

9.30am Messy Church – p4

10am Plant Sale – Storrington Rectory Garden – p10

7.30pm An Evening with Noel Coward – p33

Sun 22 Sixth of Easter – Rogation Sunday

4pm Church@4 – p9

Mon 23

7pm Storrington Slimmers – p26

Wed 25

10am Midweek Holy Communion – St Mary’s, Storrington

10.30am Café in the Church (Communion at 10am) – p9

10.30am Midweek Celtic Communion – St Mary’s, Sullington

2pm Storrington Flower Club – Meeting – p21

Thu 26 Ascension Day

3pm Tea with the Vicar – p5

Fri 27

7.30pm Friday Night Club – p4

Sat 28

10am Sandgate Conservation Society – Working Party – p15

4pm Concert – Kaleidoscope Choir – p9

P Seventh of Easter (Sunday after Ascension Day)

10.30 Come and Meet St Mary’s, Sullington – p5

Mon 30

7pm Storrington Slimmers – p26

Tue 31 The Visit of The Blessed Virgin Mary to Elizabeth



Entry is FREE OF CHARGE  

unless otherwise stated.

* Evening event’s tickets must be 

purchased in advance  

by ringing 01798 813012

St Mary’s Church, Crays Lane, Thakeham, Pulborough, West Sussex RH20 3ER          Follow signs to FREE parking

All proceeds to be shared between  

•Alzheimer’sResearchUK 

•FamilySupportWork& 

•StMary’sChurch,Thakeham

FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY

Daytime Events:

• Flower Festival  

in St Mary’s Church Thakeham

• Art Competition Entries 

displayed in Church vestry

• Refreshments

• Stalls

• Nature Trail

Evening event in Thakeham 

Village Hall 

7pm for 7.30pm £10*:

Auction of Promises and  

Cheese & Wine Tasting

Daytime Events:

• Flower Festival  

in St Mary’s Church Thakeham

• Art Competition Entries 

displayed in Church vestry

• Open Gardens 

in The Street & Crays Lane £5

• Refreshments

• Barbeque

• Stalls

• Children’s Activities

• Nature Trail

• Open Mic

• Dog Show

• Open Bell Tower

Evening event in Thakeham 

Village Hall  

7pm for 7.30pm £30*:

Murder Mystery  

‘Who Killed the Vicar?’ 

3 course meal  

included

Daytime Events:

• Flower Festival  

in St Mary’s Church Thakeham

• Art Competition Entries 

displayed in Church vestry

• Open Gardens 

in The Street & Crays Lane £5

• Refreshments

• Barbeque

• Stalls

• Children’s Activities

• Nature Trail

• Worthing Steel Band

• Happy Days Big Band

• Teddy Bear Parachute Jump

Evening event in St Mary’s 

Church Thakeham at 6pm:

Songs of Praise

FLOWER
FESTIVAL
& OPEN GARDENS

St Mary’s Thakeham

10th,11th & 12th June 2022

10am - 5pm

‘Nature’s Way’

Alinktothefullprogramme 

can be found on  

www.stmarysthakeham.org
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•Alzheimer’sResearchUK

•FamilySupportWork&

•StMary’sChurch,Thakeham
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Alinktothefullprogramme

Sussex Green Living is a fast-growing, multi-award environmental 

awareness and education charity. With the help of volunteers, 

they run the Sussex Green Hub, the Horsham Repair Café, 

Sussex Green Ideas and their Youth Eco Forum. Green living is 

a hot topic, so come and hear their aims, activities and lessons 

we can all use.

Carrie Cort set up Sussex Green Living out of concern for the 

way we humans are treating the planet which sustains us. 

With motherhood in 2008 came concern about environmental 

sustainability and a burning desire to learn how we can live 

more environmentally friendly lifestyles, in harmony with nature.

She has always had a passion for the countryside, animals and 

the natural environment. Most of her career has been spent in 

marketing and communications, mainly within education and 

the land-based industries, latterly using the power of video 

communications. In an effort to help create a climate for change, 

she decided to use her knowledge and digital skills to share 

ideas which anyone can adopt, saving money and the planet.

She says she is not an expert, just an ordinary person who is on 

a greening journey and wanting to pass on what she’s learnt 

to others. Let’s all make some simple changes, become more 

resilient and try to lead simpler, less materialistic and consumerist 

way of life.

Members £5, non-members £6. All welcome

 

 

Storrington and District Museum 
Monthly Talk 

   STORRINGTON AND DISTRICT 

MUSEUM 
The Old School, School Lane, Storrington          

RH20 4LL  
Registered Charity No 1084853 

 

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/
storrington-museum  

01903 740188 
storringtonmuseum@hotmail.com 

 
www.storringtonmuseum.com 

 
OPEN 

Saturdays and Wednesdays  
10—4pm  

 
Sundays 10—1pm 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tuesday 3rd May at 7.30pm 
Sussex Green Living                   

by Carrie Cort 
 

Join us at the Old School 
 

Everyone Welcome  
 

 

STORRINGTON FLOWER CLUB 

2pm Wednesday 25 May
Demonstrator: Maggie Hayes
Theme: Floral Fun and Games
Competition: Double Trouble



Note: all mentions of cars, cabs, omnibuses are, of course, horsedrawn.

The Revd Mr Palmer arrived back from his Irish and Welsh travels, 
recording that he had once more been preserved for his birthday 
(Oct XXV), but there was solemn news; Mr George Gibson had died, 
“… (with Sandgate half pulled down) this fearful visitation had fallen 
upon the family changing everything radically. We all feel for poor 
Mrs Gibson who must have been sorely tried throughout. July 12th 
the poor old squire was buried; September 11th his son and heir is 
to be!” In his own family, Emmy’s engagement was broken off and 
George and Ellen were going abroad for a month. Reviewing the 
past year, Mr Palmer mused that he had much for which to thank 
God. 

Then it was back to his glebe, where he was involved with his hay 
harvest, typically very hands-on, and expeditions around the locality. 
After George Gibson’s funeral the family returned to Sandgate which 
was being re-built, and to his reverend brother’s delight, Edward 
came home on leave. The boy Hills had been sent to Worthing to meet 
him, but there was some confusion so he had a wet rough walk to the 
Rectory – instead of a dry ride. Long walks never troubled Victorian 
families. Meanwhile, the Rector had some unusual observations for 
his diary, on October 21st.

“I will enter this day here for more than one reason. 

1.  The weather is wonderful, no fires – we did not need them, therm. 
60˚ in the shade at 2½pm, at 9½ it was 52�. The sun shone 
brilliantly, we should have considered a seasonable August day, 
but no mistake, the leaves tumble incessantly and the sun went to 
bed punctually at half past four.

2.  Church had the largest 
congregation I have ever seen. 
Hard’s funeral on Wednesday 
brought great incursion.

3.  I found a beautiful prayer of 
my father’s ‘input’ in Mant’s 
bible – when reading over my 
chapters with the servants. The 
prayer expressed the humble-
minded language of a minister of God, who feels responsibilities 
and acknowledges the necessity of help.

4.  A letter from A at Lowestoft asking about another pupil mentioned 
by Julia Fry.

An interesting list next appears, which shows the neighbouring clerics, 
who all joined in the Parham Cricket Match on July 1, 1861. They 
were:

Tompkins, Revd R.F. – Vicar of Tortington, Curate of Bignor
Palmer, Revd H – Rector of Sullington
Brown, Felix – Rector of Stopham
King, James Carlton – Vicar of Bury
Socket, Henry – Rector of Sutton and Bignor
Sandham, James M – Incumbent of Coldwaltham and Hardham
Tew, Edmund – Rector of Patching
Foreman, E.BN. – Incumbent of N.Stoke and curate of Houghton
Whiting, John Scott – Rector of Storrington

In the family, George received his promotion to the rank of 
Commander, Henry and Charlie King entered their new house, 
Edward sailed for India and by December, Annie returned home to 
the Rectory.

1861, however, there was serious news from America – seven of the 
southern states had receded from the Union, later joined by four 
more to form a new nation, the Confederate States of America. 
Their prosperity was dependant on slave labour – the newly elected 
Abraham Lincoln, an abolitionist, had much support. The British, 
who sent slave ships from Liverpool and Glasgow, as well as the 
invention of the cotton-gin fed the insatiable demand for cotton in 
the north of England. Lincoln’s government proclaimed abolition of 

slavery in those parts of the south over which it had no control, and the 
opening shots were fired of the American Civil War which would last 
for five years, during which the southern ports were blockaded, and 
the supply of cotton to English mills was starved. This also affected the 
Stock Market in which Mr Palmer had started to invest to try to build a 
little capital. The hardship in the Lancashire cotton mills was reflected 
by collections in Church for their relief.

In September, the Rector embarked on his second North Wales tour, 
but not before playing in the Parham cricket match – “Married v. 
Single”. Early the next morning he left Sullington for the 7.30 train 
to Town, sleeping at the Great Western Hotel. A very early breakfast, 
and he took the train to Birmingham, with a “… very reasonable ticket 
clearing the whole journey to Dolgelly and back, 470 miles of which 80 
by coach was included, lasting one month for £3, changing at Didcot 
and Birmingham. He reached Llangollen station at about 2pm, 12 hrs 
with no food as the coach went ahead until 5, allowing 20 minutes 
for dinner at the ‘Owen Glendwyr’ before resuming the journey to 
Dolgelly. Here at the ‘Red Lion’ courtyard he was met by Miss Roberts, 
the landlady, and joined the rest of the party in the coffee room, Vesey, 
Butler and Wilmot. The first excursion, their party including three ladies 
and two guides, some walking, some riding, took a ‘torrent walk’ of 
2 miles, enjoying the beautiful succession of falls to the foot of Cader 
Idris in a car. The next day it was Barmouth, Boddgellort, more falls 
where they bathed and on to a gold mill where they were attracted by 
a huge wheel [details of the mill] which produced about 8lbs a fortnight 
from crushing quartz. There was much more travelling – Harlech, 
the mountains at Tremadoc. “Harlech castle stands very finely on a 
precipice edge over the sea, and must have given tough work to Owen 
Glendwyr.” On to Tanybwllch by a road cut in the side of the rock by 
slate wharves, to Port Madoc, “… rapidly rising into notice having much 
traffic in shipping slate.” Aberglady to Beddgelert – “today Snowdon 
did not shew itself, but a perpetual mist clung around it.” 13 miles to 
Carnarvon – into therailway to Bangor, a walk to Beaumaris, a ferry 
across the straits and walk to church at 11. “The Bishop of Bangor 
preached in behalf of the schools,” then a walk to Ormes Head, Puffin 
Island and Bangor. “The whole scene with the ships lying idly at anchor 
dotted about here and there was very striking. At 4¼ the English 
Cathedral service – the building dedicated to St Daniel of all persons, 
is very sad, long, low and without architecture … about half of this long 
building is cut off for Welsh Service … and then a screen – we come 
upon the choir, chancel and transept filled with pews – no architecture 
of any kind – it reminds me much of one of the second-rate college 
chapels in Cambs. We walked to the suspension and tabular bridges 
– both well worth seeing. The view from both is very beautiful.” [details 
of the bridge – cost £50,000]. Then to meet Agnes Veasey party who 
came from Tenby. “Left the ‘Castle’ at 9 and by train to St Asaph by 
Conway and Rhyl – Inspected the Cathedral and back to Rhuddlan by 
train. To Boddelwyddan Church – inside most gorgeous [description] 
… outside is the Rectory, plain and good, the schools ditto and the 
model village in course of erection: but where are the inhabitants to be 
got from? There seems to be no work for them … the whole was done 
by Lady Margaret Willoughny de Broke in memory of her husband 
costing £70,000!

I paid 5/- for a great day at Rhyl because of an inspection and a review 
of the volunteers belonging to Denbigh and Rhyl by the government 
inspector.”

Then he went to Chester. Vesey had a suspicious boil so Mr Parker 
sent him off to town by train, himself continuing a round trip back to 
the start again before going to Oswestry and Chirk where he found 
“all the Bonnor party” and a match [does not say of what] and Gills 
of Bryn, where he met old friends from the past, and that was the end 
of his excursion to North Wales. He left Oswestry at 5 and reached 
Paddington about 10½, spending some time in Town with Vesey, and 
did some business before arriving back at Pulborough where, “… Venn 
meeting me with the cob.”

Joan Ham (Village Historian)

STORRINGTON & SULLINGTON – REFLECTIONS OF THE PAST  
REVD HENRY PALMER AT SULLINGTON – PART 3
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Interior of Sullington Church
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PLATINUM JUBILEE 
CELEBRATIONS FOR WEST 
CHILTINGTON VILLAGE SHOW

16 JULY at 1pm to 5pm

The West Chiltington Village 

Show is back – save the date!

What better way to spend a 

summer afternoon than with 

family and friends at a traditional 

local village show? 

We are pulling out all the stops to put on a great show to celebrate 

the Platinum Jubilee and the strength of our local communities 

during the last two years.

The Show is a fun time for 

all the family with music, 

entertainment, car show, 

stalls selling local products, 

competitions, dog show, sports 

activities and much more. A lot 

to see and do with delightful 

teas and cakes provided by the 

WI, slightly stronger drinks, and a BBQ by the Sports Club and 

speciality food by local vendors. A cup of tea or something stronger 

is a fine way to watch the fiercely contested Tug of War.

The show starts at 1pm with 

an opening parade, including 

the Silver Band and a 1952 

car to celebrate the Platinum 

Jubilee and will be followed 

by the formal opening in the 

main ring. The hugely popular 

Ladies that Boogie will provide 

the first music of the day.

COMPETITIONS

If you sow and grow, make and 

bake or have an artistic flair, you 

are invited to enter one of over 80 

competition classes. You don’t have 

to be an expert but you should have 

fun and meet new people. You may 

win a trophy or bottle of Nyetimber Classic Curvee.

And to celebrate the Platinum Jubilee there is a special competition: 

Still Art Form, in any medium or material

It can be a painting, sketch, tapestry, collage, drawn figure or an 

original computer-generated image (no moving images). It must 

include a Crown, with wording ‘Platinum Jubilee 1952 – 2022, 

West Chiltington’. 

There are two classes: up to 

age 15, or over 15, which 

could involve the whole family 

in a creative project. Let your 

imagination run riot! More 

details on our web site. 

FREE  
ENTRY

For more details visit  

www.westchiltshow.org facebook.com/westchiltshow

CRICKET IN STORRINGTON

Getting Ready for the New Season

During April our Cygnets and Senior players have been making full 
use of the outdoor net in readiness for the new season.

As well as welcoming new players of all ages, the Club is particularly 
keen to attract teenagers who might not have played cricket 
previously and who are looking for something to fill their free time 
with. We will therefore be offering free ’taster sessions’ to interested 
teenagers during our normal Friday evening practice sessions 
starting at 6pm. Batting kit will be provided. When coming along 
to the recreation ground for the first time, teenagers should ask for 
Steve Watkins or Martin Fisher. 

Contacts for playing cricket are as follows:

Senior Cricket (over 16 years):  
Ian Homewood, Club Captain, on 07734 308785

Junior Boys Cricket:  
Martin Fisher, Cygnets Manager, on 07812 257263

Girls Cricket:  
Mark Field, Girls Cricket Coach, on 07900 431400  
or by email on storringtongirlscricket@gmail.com.

As mentioned last month, we are once again supporting the ECB’s 
All Stars initiative to introduce 5 to 8 year old youngsters, boys and 
girls, to cricket by holding another 8 week course. Each session lasts 
for one hour. The course will now be starting on Sunday 8 May at 
9.30am. Registration for the course must be done via the ECB All 
Stars website: ecb.clubspark.uk.

Social gatherings in the Pavilion on Friday evenings are becoming 
increasingly popular, and prospective non-playing members are 
invited to come along for their first experience of one of the oldest 
cricket clubs in Sussex.

Our website, storringtoncricket.club, provides a wide range of 
information about the Club, its activities and administration. 

Chris Winter

Saturday 7th May
10am - 1.00pm

THAKEHAM VILLAGE HALL

Garden Sale

Plants • Gardening Tools • Books & Sundries • Light Refreshments

ST MARY’S THAKEHAM
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STORRINGTON 
COMMUNITY MARKET

EVERY Friday 9.45-11.15am 
Storrington Village Hall, West Street

For your fresh local produce: 
• Fruit • Veg • Plants • Free Range Eggs

• Homemade cakes, biscuits and pies 
• Homemade marmalade, jam and 

chutney
• Au ntie Val’s Jams and Marmalade

• Boutique 35 fashion 
• Katie’s Forever Living Aloe Vera 

products • Jewellery • Crafts
• Sussex Green Living recycling point

• Cafe - tea, coffee and biscuits

PLUS

WEST CHILTINGTON AND 
STORRINGTON MOTHERS’ UNION

It was the birthday of Jim 
Wells on 7 April, husband 
of our member Pam, and 
after serving the Lent Lunch and singing Happy Birthday, all of 
us were delighted to share in the treat of Jim’s birthday cake. 
Our meeting followed with our Speaker The Revd Sue Foster, 
an ambassador for Modern Slavery. MU has joined with the 
Clewer Initiative to try to stop the practice of modern slavery. We 
heard how vulnerable people, such as the homeless, those using 
food banks, and young people, are targeted with promises of 
friendship, gifts, homes and jobs. 

Sue urged us to be vigilant and report any suspicious behaviour, 
like lots of people being picked up and dropped off by mini-bus at 
a house daily, youngsters with expensive new trainers or clothes, 
and behaviour at car-washes. Many young women are trafficked 
as sex workers and are continually sold on. They are often as 
frightened of the police as they are the gang-masters so do not 
seek help, but there have been successful rescues. By reporting 
unusual behaviour the public may just give the police a vital piece 
of information to stop this criminal activity.

On 7 May our members’ meeting will take place at Haywards 
Heath Methodist Church, 10am for 10.30am. There will be a 
cake stall run by Chichester District, so donations of cakes will be 
very welcome and can be delivered to Jean Hunt (01798 813681) 
on Friday 6 May. If you are attending, a packed lunch will be 
required.

There are to be open days at our caravans, Monday 9 May at 
Winchelsea, and Monday 16 May at Selsey, both running from 
11.30am to 3pm. If anyone from the parishes is interested in 
going, please contact Jean on the above number.

On 21 May our Branch will be providing the cream tea at Selsey 
to raise money for AFIA and would welcome offers to help serve, 
more information available from the above number.

The next Branch Meeting is on Thursday 5 May when June 
Greenyer will be helping us to make nosegays with flowers and 
greenery from our gardens. We meet at 2pm in West Chiltington 
Church Hall.

Jean Hunt

At the monthly meeting held on 18 March at Storrington Village Hall, 
Janet Webber, our Chairman, introduced the meeting, welcoming 
all attending and reminding us that there has been a gap of over 
two years since our last meeting due to Covid restrictions. Janet also 
confirmed the need to book your attendance at future meetings which 
can be done by telephoning her on 740109 on the Thursday before 
or on the morning of the Friday meeting.

At the meeting, John Williams gave us a very entertaining talk on 
Cookscroft Gardens which he, his wife Jill, and some close friends 
have developed since 1988. It all started with the purchase of a 17th 
century house with its grounds of five acres close to The Witterings 
and sea. Two of the primary objectives for the garden design were 
that it should have colour all year and be interesting and easy to walk 
round.

Things got off to a difficult start with the late autumn destructive gale 
of 1987 which destroyed a large number of trees leaving the garden 
site with virtually no wind breaks, which were essential as the site was 
so close to the sea. The task of deciding what type of tree to replace 
the wind breaks, and be attractive in both style and bark, was difficult 
and it was eventually decided that the various varieties of Eucalyptus 
would fit this criteria, with the addition of other trees such as Beech.

The search for year-long colour has resulted in many different plants 
being sourced from New Zealand and Tasmania regions of the world 
where flowering cycles are a little different to ours and support the 
objective of year-long colour.

The garden is now 36 years old and continues to develop, featuring 
two separate pond areas one, with a water cascade, cottage, 
woodland, and Japanese style gardens, and borders of perennials 
with particular emphasis on southern hemisphere plants which offers 
a number of different and unusual plants to enjoy . Many of the plants 
in the garden have been grown from seed and a plant sales area has 
been established containing many interesting and colourful plants.

The garden is registered under the NGS and is open at various times 
of the year; full details of these are available on their web site.

For our next meeting on 20 May at 7.30pm, there is a change to 
the speaker from that published in this year’s programme which will 
now be given by Michael Joseph, with an illustrated talk on ‘Art in the 
Garden’.

MJ Webber

STORRINGTON  
HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
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STORRINGTON SLIMMERS
MONDAY EVENINGS  
from 7pm to 8pm

St Mary’s Church, 
Storrington

The group is led on a ‘self-

help’ basis and group 

members share knowledge 

and tips for successful 

weight loss. Anyone who 

would like some support in 

their weight loss journey is 

welcome to just come along 

on a Monday evening.

£2.50  per week  No joining fee or charge for weeks missed!

WI NEWS WEST CHILTINGTON

Normality is certainly back with a vengeance and West Chiltington 

Village Hall was packed on 10 March with ladies intent on having a 

great time and in learning more about the “ghostly happenings in 

Theatre Land!” Certainly a change from Jam and Jerusalem, but a 

parallel education in itself; we couldn’t wait!

After our President, Angela Reynolds, had welcomed our three 

guests and congratulated the five birthday girls, a short round of 

business and voting on particular WI issues were discussed. It would 

soon be back to normal, with the West Chiltington Village Day 

planned for 16 July, now securely on our calendar, with the prospect 

of WI teas and mouth-watering cakes; ladies start your baking now!

The speaker, Pete Allen, who had been sitting 

patiently throughout our proceedings, was 

introduced by Pat Price and a ghostly calm 

took over and “How New Spirit – Tingling 

Tales of Theatre Ghosts” was introduced.

Pete, an excellent and most accomplished 

speaker, is currently Director of the RC Sherriff 

Trust, a charity set up through the Will of the 

playwright and author RC Sherriff. With an 

impressive CV and an extensive range of 

talks, coupled with experience in film and theatre, we felt privileged 

to have him speak to us on the subject of “ghostly beings.”

We were told that since the early days of theatre, actors, stagehands 

and audiences alike have witnessed a disturbing amount of strange 

supernatural activity once the lights have dimmed, and that this talk 

would take a look at ghost stories from some of the most haunted 

theatres in the world. 

Accompanied by excellent illustrations, we heard that the Theatre 

Royal, Drury Lane was the most haunted theatre in the world, being 

crowded by a number of ghosts who walk the halls and stalls, and 

the most famous of which was The Man in Grey. Eyewitnesses to 

this have reported seeing an 18th century nobleman dressed in 

a tricorne hat, cape and riding boots in the Upper Circle of the 

theatre, and that he even tells the audience members to “Shhh” on 

occasions!

Ley lines are reported to be of significance in determining where 

such occurrences happen and there are similar observances in 

general theatre usage and language, some of these being:

a) Whistling backstage, which is considered to be unlucky.

b)   The name Macbeth not to be used and the wording of The Scottish 

Play be used instead. 

c)   The expression Break a Leg be used instead of the usual good 

luck messages.

d)  No peacock feathers to be used on stage as the markings confer 

the evil eye. 

e)  No mirrors to be used on stage as the breaking of such would 

result in seven years bad luck. 

f)  Ban the use of the colour blue on stage as this is considered 

unlucky. 

g)  Do not give gifts of flowers before a performance, and for a final 

performance of a show give flowers that have been stolen from a 

graveyard.

h)  Use a ghost light on stage when the theatre is dark to aid 

movement of spiritual beings.

Additionally we were told that The Palace Theatre had two seats 

permanently bolted open, but unusable by the public, for the theatre 

Pete Allen

ghosts to sit in, until Harry Potter arrived! There’s been no noticeable 

increase in ghostly activities since.

So with the aid of Thespis, official ghost, we finished the meeting 

and Suzette gave grateful thanks to Pete for “Bringing things to 

life” and that she would certainly look under her bed tonight! Our 

thoughts entirely – thank you Pete.

For further details of meetings and joining our friendly group, please 

contact Angela Reynolds on 746648; we’d love to see you.

Russ Fry

Rotary Club of Storrington & Pulborough District  
All proceeds go to charitable causes supported by Rotary. Registered Charity No.1029115

Rotary Club Members can provide transport to the Film Night for local residents who are unable to 
make their own arrangements. Anyone needing transport should contact Roger Jamieson on 

01798 813956

NO TIME 
TO DIE

Rotary 

Film Night  

in Storrington

Wednesday 11 May 2022

Performance commences at the new time of 7.00pm  

There will be  an interval and Bar & Raffle.  

Government Covid guidance will be observed. 

Tickets £5 from ‘The Card Shop’ in Storrington. Unsold tickets will be available 
for purchase on the door on the night.  

For further details please contact Ken Collins  
on 01903 740745

Starring: Daniel Craig, Ana de Armas & Rami Malek

Sullington Parish Hall 
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   The 
Casual   

Gardener’s
      Diary

Orange you glad to see me?

Frank Sinatra is quoted as saying 

that orange is the happiest 

colour, and it’s true that the 

plant giving me most joy this 

week is a self-seeded Berberis 

darwinii that is smothered in 

blooms the shade of orange 

fondant creams. I’m wondering 

though, why orange isn’t used 

more commonly in planting 

schemes, by myself included. While I’ve often heard people 

focus on a ‘White Border’, orange 

doesn’t appear to have the same 

allure. It more often seems to take 

the role of a short-lived accent or 

an exotic addition, a late summer 

canna lily, perhaps, or a racy pot 

of tulips, as though too much 

orange might leave our English 

country gardeners reaching for 

the smelling salts.

I’ve browsed websites dedicated to wildflowers and struggled 

to find any native species in that shade. The delightfully 

named ‘fox and cubs’ (Pilosella aurantiaca) and the cheery pot 

marigold (Calendula officinalis) both grow like weeds but are 

non-native flowers. Among our British wildflowers, bird’s foot 

trefoil has smatterings of orange among its yellow petals and 

scarlet pimpernel could be called an orangey-red but otherwise 

I came up short. 

If you want to join me 

in having more easy-

care orange in our 

gardens all year round, 

we’ll need to look 

beyond our shores 

for inspiration. In 

spring, we could enjoy a display 

of Crocus ‘Orange Monarch’, followed by mounds of Geum 

‘Totally Tangerine’ in early summer. The hottest months would 

see us admiring our Crocosmia, such as ‘Prince of Orange’, 

Hemoracallis ‘Mauna Loa’, and the red hot (orange hot!) poker, 

Kniphofia ‘Elvira’. Autumn would be the time to appreciate 

the berries on our Pyracantha ‘Orange Glow’ while in winter 

our days would be brightened by a witch hazel in full flower 

(Hamamelis x intermedia ‘Orange Peel’). If you’re after some 

extra zing, try throwing a few blues and purples into the mix, or 

if relentless cheeriness is more your thing, add some ‘lemons’ 

to your oranges. 

Cheryl Brown

STORRINGTON  
CONSERVATION SOCIETY

There is something satisfying 

about picking up litter as our 

work party did on 2 April. While 

wondering why people spread 

the stuff, such as cans, bottles, 

packets, paper, face masks, dog 

poo bags, it shows our great 

neighbourhood is worth caring 

for. A benefit is that some the 

rubbish can be recycled. 

Even more satisfying was the 

planting of trees and shrubs as we did at Dyke 

Farm, part of the rewilding project there. It demonstrates concern 

for the wider world in the long term, trust that future generations 

will enjoy the beauty we will not live to see. It puts back something 

beyond price, restoring what has been destroyed in our time. The 

earlier grubbing up of hedges was done with the best of intentions 

to allow economies in the production of our food. Only recently has 

it been realised this has caused loss of diversity on a huge scale, 

wildlife of many species, small mammals, birds, bats, butterflies and 

most disturbing essential pollinating insects have vanished in many 

places. When was the last time your car windscreen was splattered 

with flies? Shrubs and trees also contribute to absorbing CO
2
 and the 

production of vital oxygen. 

As this is being written, there is conflict around the world. We cannot 

escape the daily scenes on TV News. It is tragic for those involved, 

and worrying for the future as the production and use of armaments 

contribute to greenhouse gasses which are not measured, so not 

included in global figures. The plumes of smoke from Ukraine tell the 

sorry story when nations should be co-operating to reduce emissions.

We next meet on 7 May at 10am at the Library car park. The aim 

is to clear the banks and the stream for the benefit the Duck Race, a 

popular event for our community. As usual, a coffee break and time 

to chat is included. Join us if you can. 

For information about this and our other activities, or on becoming 

a member, (no subscription is required, donations welcome) please 

get in touch with Chairman Mick Denness on 745971, or see our 

website. www.storringtonconservation.org.uk/.

Stuart Kersley

MEETINGS

Interested in  
photography?
Looking for an  
opportunity to develop  
your interest and skills?
Come and join us on-line.
Our programme includes guest photographer talks, demonstrations, 

competitions, practical workshops and a monthly coffee club.  
All these events are currently being held on-line.

Thursday 12 May 7.30pm 
Guest Speaker, Graham Devenish 
The Pictures of Chris Peet FRPS

MORE INFORMATION:  

www.storringtoncc.org.uk or  

contact Martin Tomes  
T: 07955 569525  • E: chair@storringtoncc.org.uk

http://www.storringtonconservation.org.uk/


Taking photographs has become a common activity 
for almost everyone nowadays. Having a camera 
with you has become an everyday occurrence with 
smartphone cameras, and with quality improving 
with each upgrade. We are at a point where they 
have now almost replaced the traditional ‘point 
and click’ cameras. Whilst they do allow a level of 
creativity for full control, a Digital SLR or the newer 
lighter Mirrorless cameras still offer advanced 
creativity and an ability to interchange lenses.

No matter what camera you use when taking an 
image, you’re telling a story to the viewer. When 
looking at what you see, you are really trying to draw 
attention to the photo’s key elements. That might 
be how a person is looking at you, where they are 
standing, what part of the scene you are trying to 
focus on or how the background appears.

For non-photographers it’s often a case of ‘point and 
click’. However, regardless of which type of camera 
you use, there are controls you may not realise that 
can make a significant difference to your image. 

Learning how to use these controls can often seem 
daunting. For Camera Club members ‘Depth of 
Field’ has been the subject for our recent monthly 
‘Hints and Tips’ sessions. These sessions provide an 
opportunity to learn and then apply them, along with 
opportunities to share and discuss at the next session.

‘Depth of Field’ simply translates to the amount of 
your image that turns out sharp and the amount that 
ends up blurred. For landscape you typically want 
the complete image sharp, which requires a wide 
or deep depth of field. For a person you may want 
the distracting background behind them to be blurry, 
requiring a shallow or narrow depth of field. 

Understanding these factors, along with other 
camera settings that control them, you will be able 
to manipulate these photographic effects to increase 
depth of field, improve image quality, change 
between sharp focus and soft focus, all of which can 
bring more interest and variety to your images. 

Examples could be when you are photographing a 
portrait with a distracting background, and failure to 
create a shallow depth of field will often result in a 
snapshot, mediocre photo. With a landscape with a 
beautiful foreground, a stunning mid-ground, and 
great background, failure to use a deep depth of 
field will prevent the viewer from appreciating the 
entire scene. For garden or flower images, if you 
get up-close, the depth of field will shrink showing 
only a small part of the flower or subject, whereas 
if you take a few steps back the whole flower will be 
in focus.

If you would like to get more from your own images 
and learn about some of the techniques and settings 
available to you in your camera, you are welcome to 
come and join us.

Meetings, Photoshoots, Hints and Tips sessions are 
on the website https://www.storringtoncc.org.uk.

Kevin Harwood

 www.storringtoncc.org.uk or contact Martin Tomes   T: 07955 569525   E: chair@storringtoncc.org.uk

3 Heralds // May 2022 29

CAPTURING THE STORY THROUGH DEPTH OF FIELD

Blossom – Sarah 
Beard LRPS

Games Board –
Andrew Caswell

Hawthorn Lichen  
– Ian Baines

Lichen Tree - Janet 
Brown ARPS

Games Board  
– Andrew Caswell

Passion Flower  
– Carole Hazlerigg

City View  
– Nigel Cherry

Reflection  
– Andy Jones
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FRYERN LADIES’ PROBUS

At the meeting on 7 April, hand sanitisers were 

put to good use when 28 ladies met for lunch at 

The Roundabout Hotel. Everyone was 

hygienically conscious, as COVID 

rates were high in the Storrington 

area, and all precautions were taken 

to protect each other in our Probus 

sisterhood of membership.

The date of 7 April was auspicious, 

as it is World Health Day, and our 

booked speaker, Maureen Osborne, 

had phoned through to say that sadly 

she had contracted the virus and 

therefore could not give her talk, ironically named 

“A Happy Life!” How unhappy our times were at present but we all 

wished her well and will try to rebook her at a later date.

Her theme for the proposed talk 

was how the worst day of her life 

turned out to be the best and 

also about her time as a BBC 

scriptwriter and award winning 

author of six books, short 

stories, plays and poems and 

about the awful and delightful 

things which happened along 

the way. Look forward to 

seeing you soon Maureen, to talk about these extraordinary times, 

and please get well soon.

Lunch was good and the ladies devoured Chicken Supreme with 

roast sweet potatoes and pea puree followed by deconstructed 

cheese cake! What exactly is deconstructed cheese cake you may 

ask? Whatever, the crushed Digestive or Ginger Biscuits, layered 

with cheese cake mix and then folded through with choice of fruit 

filling, went down well.

The battle of a speaker 

cancelling at the last minute 

is every President’s nightmare 

but Ida Rushworth stood 

up to the challenge well by 

involving the membership in 

a quiz. We can all relate to 

the quiz which in our day as 

‘Oldsters’ ended up equating to 

the times tables and weekly spelling tests but, fingers crossed, we 

hoped we could identify at least some of the answers! Prayers were 

indeed answered as three ladies scored 19 out of 20! Chocolate 

Easter eggs were given as prizes to Gloria Whittick, Lee Cosgrove 

and Jo Gatley; well done to all. Funnily enough these three ladies 

were from the top table; say no more!

Short business was discussed and Doreen Last was named to be 

official assistant to future guest speakers, taking over from Jackie 

Buckler. Transportation for vulnerable members is to be considered, 

and a future July alfresco lunch is planned to celebrate The Queen’s 

Jubilee Year.

Our next Speaker is Bob France to talk about “What the Butler Saw” 

on 5 May, and he has asked that his fee be transferred to The 

Ukrainian Funding; thank you, Bob, for your generosity.

Should you be interested in joining us please contact our Members’ 

Secretary, Muriel Astley, on 01798 812706.
Russ Fry

During the winter a 

great deal of work has 

continued at the Club and 

now the green is ready, the 

clubhouse smartened up 

and we are ready to go.

We held our first members 

quiz lunch earlier this year 

which was well attended and enjoyed by all.

The new 2022 season started in April and we have a full calendar 

of fixtures including in-house and competitions as well as league 

matches with other clubs in the county. We are enrolling now and 

we had a successful Open Day on 30 April and we have further 

opening days on 7 and 15 May to welcome new members. We 

also have an Opening Drive on 23 May.

If you are tempted, please book and give it a go and enjoy a 

friendly atmosphere, challenging game and make new friends. 

You will be most welcome.

• Try your hand at lawn bowls at our friendly Club

• Everyone welcome

• No experience needed

• Just wear flat shoes

• Come along and we shall loan you the bowls

• Full mentoring by established player and training

• Give you a taste of how to do it

For more information call Roger Lamey  
on 07985 048907 or look at our website:  

www.storringtonbc.co.uk

Our Club is situated behind the cycle shop in West Street,  

RH20 4EE.

STORRINGTON BOWLING CLUB
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Rotary Club of Storrington  
& Pulborough District
EARLY MAY BANK HOLIDAY EARLY MAY BANK HOLIDAY 
CAR BOOT SALECAR BOOT SALE
STORRINGTON LIBRARY CAR PARK 
Monday 2 May 2022
Lots of bric-a-brac, plants, books,  
clothes & curios will be on sale  
at Storrington & Pulborough  
District Rotary 

Pitches available at £7 per car and from £10 for vans.

(Vendors to set up from 7.15am to 8am) 

West Chiltington Dramatic Society  

is proud to present its May production 

AN EVENING WITH NOËL COWARD
19, 20 and 21 May, starting at 7:30pm 

West Chiltington Village Hall

The evening will consist of two one-act plays written by Noel 

Coward: Still Life and Red Peppers. Tickets are available online 

via our website www.wcds.co.uk and at our two local box offices, 

NISA in West Chiltington and The Post Office Stores on Church 

Street, West Chiltington. Tickets are £12 each for adults and £6 

each for children under 18 years old. There will also be a cash 

bar, tea/coffee at the interval and a raffle.

Still Life was adapted into the film Brief Encounter, starring Celia 

Johnson and Trevor Howard. It is the story of a love affair between 

a married woman and a doctor, who meet by chance in a 1930’s 

railway station café. The play, directed by Geofrey and Jennifer 

Steward, is full of varied characters, all of whom have their own 

stories to tell. 

Red Peppers, directed by Caroline Woodley, revolves around 

George and Lily Pepper, a song and dance duo, and takes place 

during the interval at the Palace Theatre in a Midland town. It is the 

comedic story of the pair’s refusal to modernise their act. George 

and Lily have a genius for picking quarrels and insulting their fellow 

artists, including their musical director.

The casts will include familiar faces from the Society’s pool of 

actors, as well as some newer members. If you fancy taking part in 

future productions, on-stage or behind the scenes, we would love to 

hear from you! For information on membership and other aspects 

of WCDS, please see our website: www.wcds.co.uk 

Angela Sloan, Vice Chair 

vicechair@wcds.co.uk

Dr Sophie Hall B.V.Sc., M.R.C.V.S.
www.meadowhallvets.co.uk       01798 817372

Here’s how to  
prevent your pet  
needing to see  
your vet this spring!
Hello, I’m Sophie Hall, Veterinary 
Surgeon and owner of Meadow Hall 
Vets in Thakeham.  I’m passionate about 
helping you to keep your pet healthy and 
a bit of extra knowledge can avoid an 
emergency trip to your vets. Spring is a 
great time of year, full of colour and warmth but can also be 
hazardous for our pets, particularly dogs.  

Did you know….  
Spring plants: crocuses, daffodils and tulips are just a few of 
the spring flowers that can cause tummy upsets  

Adder bites:  adders aren’t aggressive but will bite if provoked.  
Symptoms are swelling at the bite site, lethargy and collapse  

Ticks: ticks can harbour diseases that are harmful to your 
pet once the tick has bitten them.  

Chocolate: chocolate contains a chemical that dogs don’t 
tolerate well. It can cause agitation, excitability, tremors, 
convulsion and heart problems  

Hot cross buns: contain raisins/sultana’s which can cause 
severe kidney failure  

What can you do?  
•  Safely store chocolate and hot cross buns out of reach of your 

pet.  

•  Supervise your pet in the garden, particularly a puppy so they 
don’t eat the spring flowers.  

•  Keep your dog on a lead when on a walk to avoid them 
surprising the sleepy adders.  

•  Prevent your pet from getting ticks by regularly treating them 
with a good preventative product.  

Don’t get me wrong, IF your pet does eat one of 
these phone your vet straight away!  

Having the following information to hand will help your vet assess 
what treatment may be needed:  
•  What they’ve eaten  
• How much  
• When your dog was exposed to it  
• If your dog has been unwell  
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THE RUDES ARE COMING BACK!
The very popular Rude Mechanical Theatre 
Company will be back in West Chiltington with 
a brand-new outdoor play on the recreation 
ground on Thursday 2 June, straight after the 
Queen’s Jubilee celebration. Always good 
for a laugh, great live music and a bit of 
provocation, you won’t want to miss them. 
Their new play is called Gods and Dogs and 
is an hilarious allegory about love, marriage 
and celebrity in 2084. Will the world really be 
like this? It takes place on the fictitious island of Abatina in a world 
where people are either glamorous celebrities or slobbering dog-like 
followers of them gripped to their telepafones, with the exception of 
the Nevnops (Not Very Nice People) as the President, Big Al, calls 
them. 

The story follows Tina who enters ‘Marriage Maker’, a ‘telepavision’ 
gameshow. The idea of the game is if you win you get to marry 
the super-glamorous footballer, Harry Best, on the Saturday, have a 
weekend of love, then divorce him on the Monday. “All the fun & no 
ties!” as the compere, Rich Nobb, puts it. Unfortunately, Tina makes 
the mistake of falling in love when she wins and doesn’t want to 
divorce. Doreen, her best friend, has her own opinion, but then she 
might be a Nevnop and the Mind Police might get to her first and 
send her to the wolves on the ‘Other Side’ - a dangerous world over 
‘the mountain’ where the inhabitants of Abatina, according to Big 
Al, must not go, with dangerous freethinkers and wolves that might 
get them. Will Tina get to keep her man? Will Doreen be caught by 
the Mind Police? You’ll have to get off your telepafones and come to 
find out!

The show starts at 7.30pm but you can get there from 6pm for a 
picnic and wine. Bring your own low-backed chairs and warm 
clothing. High-backed chairs block the view of people sitting behind 
and won’t be permitted. 

Tickets are £22 adults, £21 seniors, £15 students, £10 children, £76 
group of 4, £54 family (any two adults and two children) and large 
groups of ten or more booking together can come for £18 each. 

Book online at www.therudemechanicaltheatre.co.uk, ring 01323 
501260, or email therudes1948@gmail.com. 

“A very funny but provocative insight into how gameshows may deal 
with relationships, love and marriage on social media in 2084.” 

THAKEHAM  
GARDENERS’ CLUB

The Club met in March when the speaker 
was Gillian Taylor whose subject was ‘My 
Greenhouse Year’. Gillian spoke about 
how she chose her greenhouse, where 
it was sited, it’s size and what she grew 
or over-wintered in it. She said she has 
water butts connected to it and only 
uses this harvested water. She had also 
brought plants from her garden to sell to members.

At the next meeting on 9 May, Les Allen-Williams will visit the 
Club and his subject will be ‘Bugs in the Garden’. The Club 
competition ’3 examples - Foxglove, Poppy or any other wild 
flower’ will be judged by Alan.

Club meetings are held in Thakeham Village Hall at 7.30pm and 
visitors are warmly welcomed. For further details please contact 
Deputy Chairman Gil on 01798 812748.

Sandra Jenkins


