3Heralds

STORRINGTON &7 SULLINGTON &8 THAKEHAM

% Wlshlng all"our readers
. a peaceful and joyous Christmas ,, %
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Local freelance designer
with 30 years experience

Services include:

Flyers « Posters « Brochures « Magazines
Newsletters « Exhibiton Stands « Adverts
Stationery s Invitations and more...

CREATIVE Nt your needs

GRAPHIC : ‘ Tired of ironing 7
DESIGN fiona.bowring(@gmail.com but don’t want to !'.___ r)
break the bank? 3

Let me take care
of it for you!

A convenient ironing \.__\ _
service with collection )
and return

DBS checked, References available
Smoke-free environment

VSIS SIS Pulborough

For the treatment of:

L] L]
HalrdreSSIng for Men Neck and back pain / stiffness
Caters for the needs of the Everyday Man Postural tension & workstrain
C I_ | N | C All joint and muscular pain / stiffness
Ground Floor Sciatica and migraines
25 Old Mill Square Tel: (01798) 874736 Sports injuries
Shopping precinct. Fax: (01798) 875989

Phone Storrington 743939 Mob: 07808 571991 Robert Sadler Bsc (Hons) 0st

rsadler@pulboroughosteo.co.uk REGISTERED OSTEOPATH
www.pulboroughosteo.co.uk Member of the Statutory Register of Osteopaths

Independently owned Funeral Directors in Storrington, bringing the best care and
value, with kindness and compassion to families across Sussex and beyond. Visit us in
our modern, inviting premises and we can chat through your options and discuss your
wishes, allowing you to make choices that feel right for you.

U, i

We offer a choice of funerals to suit every need
and circumstance from £1,595 fully inclusive.

You’re in safe hands...

Always available when you need us, 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.

The Forge, 38 West Street, Storrington RH20 4EE Not connected to Safe
. Hands Plans - We are
Tel: 01903 741444 independent family

Email: info@shfsltd.co.uk | www.safehandsfuneralservices.co.uk owned Funeral Directors

Please mention 3 Heralds when responding to adverts
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THE PARISH CHURCHES OF

St Mary

St Mary
STORRINGTON SULLINGTON

St Mary
THAKEHAM

IN THE DIOCESE OF CHICHESTER

STORRINGTON
Rector

(frj.stmary@gmail.com)

CLERGY

Dear Friends

It's just over seven weeks since my heart attack. I've
embraced rehab and so far so good...

Thank you for all the many, many get well messages and
the assurance of prayer — powerful medicine!

| sh|| hcve to take things a little easy and lots of folk B3

encourage me with the loving warning, “Don’t do too b s oni
much...”. Well, as a parish priest on the threshold of
Christmas that could be tricky. | have the mug pictured
and it's fair to say that there’s more than a grain of truth .
Y 9 s book B

in every joke.

However, | do have a wise little book which | treasure and return to
at Advent. It's entitled Do nothing. Christmas is coming and written by
Stephen Cottrel, Archbishop of York. It's an Advent calendar with a
difference. Let me share with you at random one day:

6 December

“We bought the Christmas tree today and got it up and decorated. It
was like Christmas had arrived, and the world felt OK again.”

Most of us have a Christmas tree each year, though it might be better to
buy a sustainable one. Most of us also have a box of decorations that we
keep in the loft and that we unpack with nostalgia and childlike wonder.
The decorations themselves usually carry the weight of memories: things
our children made at school as well as decorations passed on to us from
a previous generation, memories of our own childhood.

We put a star or angel at the top of the tree. This even happens in homes
of those who won't be planning any visits to church at Christmas. Yet it
gets us back to the heart of the story; the strange announcement to Mary
that she would bear God's son; a new star rising, offering the world a
different path to follow.

Archbishop Stephen goes on to give some simple but telling pointers;
here's a good one:

“What star are you following — where’s life headed2 What angels will
visit you today? What messages are you listening to2 Those siren voices
complaining that you aren’t good enough, rich enough, clever enough,
attractive enough. Or the voices of affirmation that say to you, like they
said to Mary, that God thinks you’re OK, that God has a purpose for
your life, that he can be alive in you. The word angel means ‘messenger”.
There are messages here for you today.”

The Revd Jonathan Swindells (07538 011579)
The Rectory, Rectory Road, Storrington RH20 4EF

SULLINGTON AND THAKEHAM WITH WARMINGHURST
Priest in Charge The Revd Joel Wilmer - Joel.stwparish@gmail.com

For all information regarding
services provided by your
churches, for Storrington
contact the Revd Jonathan
Swindells and for Sullington
and Thakeham contact the
Parish Administrator.

ChristmasG tings

. The clergy and their families

wish all parishioners
Peace and Joy at

'V

Christmlas and every .
Blessing in the Nev@ | %%

PRAYER FOR THE MONTH

Lord Jesus Christ,

your birth at Bethlehem draws us to

kneel in wonder at heaven touching earth:
accept our heartfelt praise

as we worship you,

our Saviour and our eternal God.

Amen.

Christians in Storrington
Monthly Inter-Church Prayer Meetings
Everyone welcome

Do join us in Storrington Priory Library, School Lane,
Storrington 9.15am to 9.45am on the
first Tuesday of each month

Tuesday 2 December — Catholic Church will lead
Tuesday 6 January - Trinity Methodist Church will lead
One in faith and love and praise

In Memoriam - Pauline Acheson 10

He ends é Dec with a quote: (¥p)
“Never worry about the size of your Christmas Tree. In the eyes of 5 Canon Palmer's Diary 16

children, they are all 30 feet tall.”

) R Syssex Laundry Challenge 17

| think I'll end there too. —
My love and prayers é Reflections of the Past 20

JONATHAN SWINDELLS

Rector of Storrington L Local Resident Honoured 25
3 Heralds // December 2025 3
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http://www.storringtonconservation.org.uk
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